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THE HAYDON NEWS DONATIONS & SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Dona�ons of any value are always gratefully received, 

and will help us to keep this publica�on going.  For 

people living outside the Haydon News delivery areas,  

we can arrange delivery by post of the Haydon News 

for the year at a subscrip�on cost of £20. 

 

Dona�on / Subscrip�on value   £……………………... 

Name.................................... 

Address............................................................................

...................................................... 

Postcode................. 

For payment by BACS (Bank Transfer) - please use the 

Sort Code: 20-40-09  and  Account No 93898830 and 

reference the payment Dona�on or Subscrip�on. 
 

Cheques should be made payable to ‘The Haydon 

News’ and can be handed in to ‘Claire’s’ on Church 

Street, addressed to the ‘Treasurer of The Haydon 

News’.  Or, posted to Mark Weldon, The Haydon News 

Treasurer, Heugh House West, Heugh House Lane, 

Haydon Bridge. NE47 6HJ. 

HELP! 
 

THE SUCCESS OF THE HAYDON NEWS DURING ITS 41+ YEARS SINCE THE FIRST ISSUE, HAS BEEN DUE TO  

A SINGULAR COMMITMENT OF INDIVIDUAL EDITORS WHO HAVE TAKEN RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE       

CONTENT AND PREPARATION OF THE MAGAZINE, WITHIN BROAD BOUNDARIES SET BY AN EDITORIAL 

COMMITTEE OFFERING THEIR WILLING SUPPORT BUT WITH A MINIMUM OF INTERFERENCE. 

 

IT WILL BE WONDERFUL IF THERE ARE RESIDENTS IN THE PARISH WILLING TO UNDERTAKE THOSE        

RESPONSIBILITIES AGAIN; EITHER INDIVIDUALLY OR ON A SHARED BASIS. 

 

THE HAYDON NEWS EDITORIAL COMMITTEE NEEDS HELP IF YOUR PARISH MAGAZINE IS TO CONTINUE.  

 

WE REQUIRE IMMEDIATELY: 
 

A NEWS EDITOR: WILLING TO REPORT ON VILLAGE EVENTS. 
 

A DESIGN EDITOR: WITH COMPUTER CAPABILITY WHO CAN ASSEMBLE ALL CONTRIBUTIONS TOGETHER 

IN PREPARATION FOR PRINTING. 
 

CONTRIBUTORS: TO THE HAYDON NEWS 
 

CAN YOU HELP? 

 

IF YOU CAN SUPPORT THE HAYDON NEWS  

IN ANY WAY 

PLEASE DROP A NOTE INTO CLAIRE’S  

ON CHURCH STREET 

ADDRESSED TO PAULINE WALLIS 

OR 

TELEPHONE PAULINE ON 01434 684061 

OR 

Email: editor@haydon-news.co.uk 

  Cover Note 
 

  Michael Sadgrove’s beau?ful photograph of the  

  Honeycrook Burn, close to which lived old Joe 

  Hodgson.   (See page 17) 
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Parish  Council Notes 
Online video technology has allowed your Haydon 

Parish councillors to con?nue their business - at a        

distance - during the Covid-19 lockdown. 
 

Firstly, however, the minutes of the council 

mee?ng at 7.30pm on Thursday April 23rd, 2020. 
 

Present: Cllrs.  E. Faulks (Chair), K. Richardson,          
J. Bates, E. Charlton, A. Kirsopp, B. Howard,       
R. Snowdon, J. Thompson,  D. Thornhill, A. Sharp. 
 

Apologies for absence – None received. 
 

Declaration of interest – None received. 
 

Confirm minutes of last meeting – having been 
circulated the minutes were agreed, with the        
alteration supplied by Cllr Snowdon. 
 

Report From Northumberland County Council: 
 

Ratcliffe Road Scheme - Cllr Sharp had again    
spoken to Neil Snowdon regarding progressing the 

above scheme and had been informed that David 
Potter from Northumberland County Council who 
is leading on this project was due to meet the     

construction team at the area office. Unfortunately, 
the site meeting did not take place due to the    
lockdown.  He had confirmed that the scheme has 

been finalised.  Cllr Sharp asked if a virtual meeting 
could take place to move this work forward or a site 
meeting within the social distancing requirements.  

Cllr Sharp is keen to get this project completed. 
New Alston Road Safety Scheme - As previously 
reported, the new signage at New Alston is being 

progressed and a design brief has been issued to the 
design team. Cllr Sharp hopes that this will be done 
when the opportunity arises after the lockdown.  
Shaftoe School, Road Improvements and Road 

Crossing Safety Scheme - Cllr Sharp had agreed to 

fund the feasibility study from his Members        
Allowance Scheme, this will cost up to £2,000.00.  
The design brief has been issued but due to the 

Coronavirus outbreak a further site meeting had not 
taken place. Cllr Sharp had asked for the plans to be 
sent to him as soon as they were available.  
Hopefully they will be available for the meeting in 

May. Cllr Sharp had spoken to Wise Academies but 
again due to current problems, had not been able to 
arrange a further meeting with the school head 

teacher.   
The Showfield - Further additional 20 mph signs 
and road markings are going to be provided at the 

Showfield as discussed at the last meeting of the 
Parish Council.  In addition a speed survey is going 

to be carried out to check how bad the speeding 
problems are in this location.    

Spa Footpath – Cllr Sharp had had further         
discussions with Tim Fish about re-opening the 
public footpath and he is hoping to progress this 

long outstanding scheme when things get back to 
normal. Tim Fish had reported that the other issue 
with the footpath on the Straker Estate has been  

resolved.  The roadside gate has been locked by 
Roadlink so this gate is secure. 
Greenwich Gardens Development - Alex Camp-

bell from the Northumberland County Council had 
now confirmed that the garden wall at the rear of 
the Greenwich Garden properties would be reinstat-

ed by the developers. The developer had confirmed 
to Alex Campbell that there was no soakaway    
constructed on the site.  
 

Highways Report - Due to the ongoing restrictions 

NCC are working under with regard to the corona-
virus, they are not carrying out any non-essential 
works which will have an impact on some of the  

outstanding jobs in the Tynedale area as a whole. 
Highways staff are continuing to fill potholes that 
the inspectors identify throughout the Tynedale  

area, whilst other staff are undertaking duties      
including deliveries to vulnerable people within 
Tynedale and the recent delivery of the COVID 19 

NCC magazine, as well as providing support to our 
neighbourhoods team where the need arises.  The 
Highways Dept. have also been advised to stand 

down staff who have underlying health issues and 
are currently at home 'shielding' in line with      
government guidelines, which has had some       

impact on staffing levels. They are also operating a 
rota so that staff are not at work for a full week, in 
order to attempt to minimise their potential         

exposure. These are very difficult and demanding 
times and the Highways team is doing their utmost 
to deliver services whilst trying to keep staff safe. 
 

Martins Close drainage: CCTV works are needed 

and this had been planned to take place a few weeks 
ago but was then put on hold due to COVID-19  
restrictions. 

Road to Shaftoe First school: Resurfacing planned 
but dates to be confirmed once restrictions are    
lifted. 
Finger post: This was programmed in to be        

installed the week that restrictions were imposed 
and will be reprogrammed once restrictions are   
lifted.  (See page 6)  
 

Continued on page 4 
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Potholes between A69 and the village (east side): 
Staff are currently working in the area and these  
will be addressed by the end of this week. 
Bins installation at various locations: Again, this 

work was programmed at the same time as the    
finger post but was put on hold due to the ongoing 
restrictions. 
 

It was confirmed that the Northumberland  County         

Council continue to carry out the following  works - 
Grass cutting, emptying litter bins and bins are   
being collected as usual.   

If any litter bins had not been collected this should 
be reported and it would be chased up. Cllr Sharp is 
still pressing for improvements to be made on the 

A686 road, particularly around Langley, and also 
on the road up to Threepwood.  Glen Harrison had 
confirmed that the work required on the road    

junction at Elrington would be carried out, along 
with the camera survey re. the water problems on 
the road, as soon as the restrictions are lifted. 
 

Other issues - Stephen Rickett the Chief Officer 

from NALC has written to say that there is no     
requirement to hold an Annual General Meeting in 
May this year and the legislation has been extended 

for Terms of Office for Chairman etc., to May 2021 
if that is the best way forward for Parish Councils.  
 

Highways - 

Kerb stone on Church Street – Cllr Richardson had 
reported a dangerous kerb stone on Church St. The 
Clerk has reported this to NCC. 

The bin next to the railway tunnel on Station Road 
had not being emptied. This was raised by          
Cllr Richardson. The Clerk has reported this to 
NCC. 

Cllr Kirsopp had said that earth is encroaching on 
the footpath up to Esp Hill, (east side). Raised by 
Cllr Kirsopp. The Clerk had passed this on to the 

Handyman. 
Cllr Kirsopp said that a gully, just before the     
cemetery, (on east side) is blocked to the top. The 

Clerk has reported this to NCC. 
Cllr Kirsopp asked whether the sign at the entrance 
to the Showfield could be altered to include 

“leading to Tyne View Close”. This has been 
passed to the Highways Team, who will look at it 
once things return to normal. 

Cllr Kirsopp reported that potholes are reappearing 
in the centre of the road between Watson’s Garage 
and the Haydonian Club. The Clerk had reported 

this to NCC 
Cllr Burrows said that the sign at the entrance to  
Hordley Acres was coming off the posts. The Clerk  

had reported this to NCC. 
Cllr Burrows also said that potholes in the road, as 

you enter the village from the east, had still not 
been repaired. This was passed to Cllr Sharp. 
 

Lighting - Nothing to report. 
 

Planning applications -  

19/00805/CCD  - Discharge of Conditions 14  
(Method Statement), 18 (Landscape Planting 
Scheme) and 21 (Tree Planting Scheme) - pursuant 
to planning application for Haydon Bridge High 

School and 19/00805/CCD—of conditions 4 
(Details of Vehicular Access) and 8 (Details of   
Refuse) on approved planning application for    

Haydon Bridge High School - OBJECT - The PC 
supported objections returned by Mr D Ferguson of 
Belmont Gardens regarding the security fence     

surrounding the school and sports hall, which had 
been installed without planning approval, and 
wished to remind NCC that the school/sports hall lie 

within the conservation area; and also the closure of 
the existing means of access to the west end of   
Belmont Gardens, which has always provided an 

alternative means of access should the lane be 
blocked behind Belmont Gardens. 
 

19/00676/FUL - Discharge of Conditions 6, 7, 8 
(materials), 12 (ecology), 13, 14 (ground gas      

protection), 15 (contamination), 17 (water supply), 
20, 21 (highways), 22 (refuse) relating to approved 
planning application for Vauce Farm – there was 
NO  OBJECTION. 
 

Accounts - as in budget. 
 

Audit – The audit has been postponed. The Clerk 

has completed the Statement of Accounts, and this 
along with the payments book, cheques and      
statements have all been checked by the Chair. 

There should be more news this week on how to 
complete the Internal Audit given the current      
circumstances. 
Risk assessment and review of Internal Audit - 

these documents had been circulated and agreed, 
and were adopted. 
 

Correspondence – Playdale Playgrounds had     

carried out an inspection of the play equipment.  
Although they recorded each play item as either low 
or very low risk, they had made specific recommen-

dations for small things that needed to be attended 
to and the Chair had requested that they be instruct-
ed to carry out the work when the current            
restrictions are lifted. The cost quoted is £1264.45 

(net). Topping up of woodchip in the play area at 
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Shaftoe Green has been postponed for the time    
being. 

Mr D Crellin, Chair of Allendale PC had contacted 
the Clerk about a closure notice on the footpath to 
Staward Peel. The Clerk reported this to the Area 

Countryside Officer who said, “There are no        
closures in place on any public rights of way as a 
result of the current Coronavirus situation, and    

national guidance issued yesterday emphasised that 
it is still unlawful to erect notices to that effect or 
which deter users from accessing the footpaths,” 

and he left a message for the landowner concerned. 
 

Parish projects - 

Development Trust – Cllr Faulks said that there had 
been no meetings of the DT, but the Haydon     

Hundred which was the biggest fund raiser for the 
library has had to be cancelled. The library itself is 
closed under the current restrictions.  

Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr Charlton said that the 
housing survey had been delayed, and that the date 
for the first draft back is the end of April. It is    

possible the whole process will have to be delayed 
but at present the various groups were proceeding 
their individual topics, whilst adhering to the      

restrictions. 
Repairs at Shaftoe Green – Cllr Faulks said that the 
first part of the joinery repairs at Shaftoe Green had 

been carried out, and the next tranche should take 
place when it is permitted to do so. 
 

Any other business - 
 

Cllr Charlton said that there was a dead sheep in the 

river beside the joiner’s shop. The Clerk will report 
this. 
Cllr Charlton said that the glass bins had been  
emptied, but a lot of rubbish had been left lying by 

people. Barbara Wardle litter picks the path up to 
the bins and has an arrangement with the bin men 
that they will pick up any bags left at the tunnel top. 

They will also pick up at the car park Martins 
Close. 
Cllr Charlton also said that a vast amount of litter 

and larger items had been left on the roadside south 
side of the river, near the bypass bridge at the west 
end. The Clerk will report this to Roadlink.  

____________________  

MEETING OF HAYDON PARISH COUNCIL AT 

7.30PM ON THURSDAY 28th MAY 2020 (ZOOM) 

Present : Cllr J. Bates, E. Charlton, E. Faulks (Chair), 

A. Kirsopp, K. Richardson, B. Howard, R. Snowdon, 

and J. Thompson; C. McGivern (mins.). 

Apologies for absence - were received from Cllr 

Keyte.  Cllrs Burrows and Thornhill were unable to 

join the mee�ng. 
 

Declara?on of interest - None received. 
 

Minutes of previous mee?ng - having been        

circulated the minutes were agreed and signed. 
 

Report from Northumberland County Council - Cllr 

Sharp said “Unfortunately due to the present     

lock-down arrangements it is proving difficult for 

any work to progress due to the social distancing 

requirements and also many of the employees 

have been asked to do different du�es such as   

delivering urgent PPE supplies etc. 

This last week they have been carrying out risk   

assessments to enable work to progress in the       

future.  Some work has been carried out on both 

the east and west accesses into and out of the   

village but this work is only temporary and further 

work will be carried out.  The bins and the finger 

post should be done in June.  

Many of the other schemes I outlined in my report 

last month I would hope also can be progressed 

but obviously it depends on lockdown regula�ons 

at the �me.” 

There are three road improvement schemes which 

we have been no�fied of by Northumberland 

County Council to carry out improvements at the 

following loca�ons. 

a.    A686 road around Langley Wood/Sawmill.   

b.    The road between the Langley Castle junc�on 

        to Deanraw Farm  

c.    The area leading up to ShaJoe School and 

        surrounding area.  

 Cllr Sharp was pressing for all three schemes to be 

done at the earliest opportunity although I realise 

there will be other works to be done in other parts 

of Tynedale.   He is also pushing for the work to be 

done on the Elrington junc�on and the road up to 

Threepwood as he feels this work needs to be 

done as soon as possible.  
 

Cllr Sharp had spoken to the planning department 

regarding the Planning Applica�on at Haydon 

Bridge High School and had made the same        

observa�ons as the Parish Council did at their    

recent mee�ng.  As this is a Northumberland  

County Council applica�on it will need to be       

determined by the Local Area Council and he asked 
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Note!  These minutes have been edited for The Haydon 

News.  The substance of the minutes has not been altered. 

for feedback from the Planning Officer on this but  

was told that due to the lockdown they had not 

been able to visit the site. 

Cllr Sharp had discussed all of the other highway 

maKers and projects with the various officers and 

said that, “progress is understandably so slow”. 
 

Highways - Seat in front of bungalows at        

Greenwich Gdns – Cllr Richardson said that the 

seat had not been replaced. It was agreed that the 

Clerk would write to Karbon Homes. 
 

Ligh?ng - nothing to report. 
 

Planning applica?ons - none received. 
 

Accounts - as in budget. 
 

Correspondence -  

Mr and Mrs L. Davison had wriKen to express their 

concerns about the rocks in the river. They said: 

“As a household along with many others our home 

and ourselves were devastated by storm Desmond. 

We are aware that the council worked extremely 

hard to enable the extrac�on of some rocks from 

the river which we believe had a massive impact on 

the river levels during subsequent flood alerts, but 

this year during the flood alerts and warnings we 

have had the river levels have been much higher 

and the river has been much, much higher. We are           

residents of Mar�n’s Close and see the river daily 

from our house and it is obvious that the rocks are 

piling up again.”  They asked if the PC would      

consider applying for a permit to allow Thompsons 

to extract rocks again. It was noted that the EA are 

reluctant to allow the removal of gravel.  

Cllr Snowdon said that he was in regular contact 

with Mr Pitman of the EA and this was one of the 

issues that he raised. Although the EA are currently 

affected by the lockdown, Cllr Snowdon will       

con�nue to raise this maKer. 
 

Mrs Flanagan had wriKen to the Clerk to say that 

she oJen visited her rela�ve’s graves, but at the 

moment her daughter is puOng flowers on them. 

She said that: “the cemetery looks neat now but I 

would like to know what has been done to my 

Aunty's headstone. There seems to be a lot of soil 

to level the grave, but her headstone has been 

knocked down and it's lying backwards ... It's very 

upseOng. Can you see if it can be straightened 

please?” The Chair had visited the cemetery and 

could find no problem with the grave. It was 

agreed that the Clerk would reply to explain the 

work that had been carried out and say that the 

Chair would be happy to meet Mrs Flanagan in the 

cemetery, once this was possible, to discuss this. 
 

Parish projects -  
 

Bridge and Development Trust – Cllr Faulks said 

that The Bridge had been closed for the last two 

months.  The DT had not had a mee�ng either, but 

a zoom mee�ng was planned soon. Cllr Charlton 

raised the issue of reduced funds for the library as 

the Haydon Hundred had had to be cancelled this 

year.  Cllr Faulks said that Mr Fletcher would be 

inves�ga�ng this.  

Hanging baskets – Cllrs Thompson and Kirsopp had 

been discussing this. It as agreed that businesses 

should be asked whether they would like hanging 

baskets this year before an order was placed. Cllr 

Howard will liaise with Cllrs Thompson and 

Kirsopp. 
 

Any other business –  
 

Cllr Faulks said that the community spirit in       

Haydon Bridge during the current crisis had been 

excellent. There had been many jokes and photos 

on the Haydon Bridge MaKers Facebook page. He 

went on to say that he had wriKen a short ar�cle 

for the June edi�on of the Haydon News about 

this. 

Cllr Kirsopp said that overhanging branches above 

the path from the ShaJoe Academy to the 

Showfield were making access difficult. Cllr       

Richardson promised to raise this issue at the 

forthcoming school governors’ mee�ng. 

Haydon Bridge Finger Post 
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The Barber Bus 

This service will be performed by none other than your 
local barber Susan  -  25 years experience. 

The Barber Bus combines a modern day service of door-
step convenience and modern cuts to a very high stand-

ard performed in the bus. 
 

 Haircut £7.50 Under 6s £6 
 Head shave £6 OAPs £6 
 Beard Trim  £2.50 Girls Fringes 2.50 

Family deal 3x cuts £20 
 

07712609057  -  also on facebook 
 

Parked on Church Street 12.30  -  5pm (approx) 
2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month. 

Haydon Bridge & Allendale Medical Prac?ce 
 

Monday to Friday: The Health Centre is open con?nuously 

from 8.00am un?l 6.00pm  
(except for Pracce Meeng and Staff training from 12 noon 

on the 2nd Wednesday of the month) 
 

Doctors consult between: 8.00am and 11.00am 

                            3.00pm and 5.30pm 

 

All phone calls for appointments and visits, 

including ‘out of hours’:   01434 684216 

All phone calls for dispensing or prescrip�ons:  01434 688351 

E-mail address:  Haydonbridgea84045@nhs.net 

Website   www.haydonbridgesurgery.co.uk 

Repairs to Cookers, Washers and other 

domesc appliances.  Also TVs Tuned 

Contact: Kevin Moore 

Tel:01434 684736 

SHOTTON WASTE  

SERVICES 
SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 

 

REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER. COMPLETE SYSTEM CHECK. 
 

FULL DOCUMENTATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AGENCY USE. 
 

DRAIN JETTING. SUPPLIERS OF FUEL TANKS. 
 
 

CHOLLERFORD GARAGE, CHOLLERFORD, HEXHAM. 

TEL 01434 681219 

TO OUR ADVERTISERS and POTENTIAL ADVERTISERS 
 

Your adver?sement does more than encourage 

customers for your business/service/ac?vity; the 

finance helps ensure the  future of The Haydon 

News.    Thank you!  
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COMMUNITY LOUNGE  
& BAR 

ShaJoe Street, Haydon Bridge. NE47 6BQ   01434 684383 
 

Tradi�onal Ales, Heineken & Coors Beers, Guinness. 
 
 
 
 

Available for Weddings, Birthdays, 
Funerals and Anniversaries 

Village fund raising welcome. 

Bingo: 
Sunday at 8.00pm & Wednesday at 8.30pm. 

 
 
 

Join our Social Club for £5 and take advantage of our 
cheaper drinks, loyalty card & free room hire  

for par?es. 

 

YOUR ADVERT COULD GO HERE 
 

CONTACT: 
 

editorhaydonnews@gmail.com 

or 

hntreasurer@gmail.com 

 

 

 

OR HERE 
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Methodist Church Updates    
 

At the �me of wri�ng, our building remains closed, 

however throughout the Methodist Circuit as a 

whole, we are in the process of comple�ng a   

number of Risk Assessments at our Churches and 

are planning a staggered opening of Churches 

throughout the Tynedale area and beyond over the 

next couple of months. 
 

In the mean�me we are con�nuing to distribute 

weekly Pastoral leKers and Home Service Sheets to 

The arrival of the summer break and the end of 

another school year usually signals a mass exodus 

of those seeking a change of scenery for some rest 

and relaxa�on. I suspect this summer will be very 

different. For many, this summer will be spent  

closer to home and will be an opportunity to enjoy 

the wonderful places on our doorsteps. Part of any 

holiday is the opportunity to pause and reflect   

upon life. Following the devasta�ng and con�nued 

effect of Covid-19 on our lives, our reflec�on takes 

on a very different quality.  
 

The Chris�an Year with seasons and feasts         

connects us to the mystery of God who shares in 

our lives in Jesus who became a human being like 

us. The month of August in the Church Calendar is 

rela�vely clear, the excep�on is the Assump�on of 

Mary which is celebrated on 15 August. For many 

Chris�ans, Mary plays an important role in their 

lives and her example of courage, prayer and     

humility is a constant inspira�on. The Feast of 

Mary’s Assump�on celebrates the promise God 

makes to all people; a promise which he fulfils. 

Mary accepted her invita�on to serve God and   

became the Mother of Jesus. Her life was filled 

with trials and struggles; as a refugee, seeing her 

Son rejected and then holding his lifeless body in 

her arms beneath the Cross. Mary remained    

faithful and faith filled in the face of struggle, she is 

a witness to Chris�an Hope. During these days 

Mary can inspire us to hope and teach us to trust 

that everything is in God’s hands. We need not be 

afraid.  

 

May God bless you and keep you safe. 
 

Father Christopher Warren 

St. Cuthbert’s Church in August 2020 
 

2 August:          9am:                            Morning Prayer 

with Hymns and Reflec�on on:  

www.facebook.com/parishesbythewall 

                        10.30am:                       Morning Prayer,  

All Hallows’ Henshaw 

                        10am-12noon:             Private Prayer 

St Cuthbert’s Haydon Bridge  
 

9 August:          9am:                            Morning Prayer 

with Hymns and Reflec�on on  

www.facebook.com/parishesbythewall 

                        10.30am:                       Parish Eucharist,  

St Cuthbert’s Haydon Bridge 

                        10am-12noon:              Private Prayer,  

All Hallows’ Henshaw                    
 

16 August:        9am:                            Morning Prayer 

with Hymns and Reflec�on on  

www.facebook.com/parishesbythewall               

10.30am:                   Parish Eucharist, 

All Hallows’ Henshaw       

                           10am-12noon:            Private Prayer,  

St Cuthbert’s Haydon Bridge  

 

23 August:         9am:                            Morning Prayer 

with Hymns and Reflec�on on  

www.facebook.com/parishesbythewall 

                        10.30am:                         Morning Prayer,  

St Cuthbert’s Haydon Bridge 

                        10am-12noon:                Private Prayer,  

All Hallows’ Henshaw                    
 

30 August:        9am:                              Morning Prayer 

with Hymns and Reflec�on on  

www.facebook.com/parishesbythewall 

                        10.30am:                          Parish Eucharist,  

All Hallows’ Henshaw 

                        10am-12noon:                 Private Prayer,  

St Cuthbert’s Haydon Bridge 

CHURCHES WORKING TOGETHER 
Clergy Message:  from Father Christopher Warren 

our members and friends in and around Haydon 

Bridge and have recently started an ‘on line’ Bible 

Study through the marvellous technology of ‘Zoom’ 

with some of our Church members. 

We look forward to the �me when our Church in 

the village will be open again so we can welcome 

everyone and share fellowship with all.   
 

Deacon Anne Taylor 

                                                      Churches Working Together 

                                                           Con?nued on page 10 
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J. LESTER ROOFING  
Slang, ling, flat roofing, gu)ering, poinng, chimney stacks, lead 

work, insurance work.  

FULLY INSURED 

Call 01434 344 504. Mobile 0787 675 6616 

Email: johnlesterroofing@gmail.com  

D & J OLIVER 

ELECTRICAL 
ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN 

Tel. 01434 688132 Mobile 07730 533 348 

 

D.C. OIL  HEATING & 
PLUMBING SERVICES. 

 

WORCESTER BOSCH ACCREDITED INSTALLER 
OFFERING 7 YEAR WARRANTY. 

WORCESTER BOSCH SERVICE PARTNER. 

GRANT ACCREDITED INSTALLER  
OFFERING 5 YEAR WARRANTY 

 
 

Oil Boiler and Tank Installer, Service and Repairs 
Plumbing & Central Hea�ng Systems. Bathrooms & Showers 

 
 

OFTEC REGISTERED SERVICE ENGINEER. 
 

D.C. Oil Hea?ng & Plumbing. 
112B Church St. Ind. Est. Haydon Bridge. NE47 6JG.  

Jim Mob. 07582864066 

THE ANCHOR GARAGETHE ANCHOR GARAGETHE ANCHOR GARAGETHE ANCHOR GARAGE 

CHURCH STREET IND ESTATECHURCH STREET IND ESTATECHURCH STREET IND ESTATECHURCH STREET IND ESTATE    
HAYDON BRIDGE  NE47 6JGHAYDON BRIDGE  NE47 6JGHAYDON BRIDGE  NE47 6JGHAYDON BRIDGE  NE47 6JG    

    

 MOT CENTRE including Class 4, 7 & Motorbike 
 

 TYRES, LASER TRACKING, DIAGNOSTICS 
 

 ALL MAKES OF CAR REPAIRED 
 AND SERVICED 
 

 ALL MAKES OF EXHAUST SUPPLIED 
 & FITTED 
 

Tel 01434 684345  Mobile 07903 049 147Tel 01434 684345  Mobile 07903 049 147Tel 01434 684345  Mobile 07903 049 147Tel 01434 684345  Mobile 07903 049 147    

WHO AND WHEREWHO AND WHEREWHO AND WHEREWHO AND WHERE    
The names and phone numbers of the 
Clergy who minister in Haydon Bridge 

 

Rev. Dr. Benjamin Carter, Rev. Dr. Benjamin Carter, Rev. Dr. Benjamin Carter, Rev. Dr. Benjamin Carter,     
St. Cuthbert’s Anglican Church 
The Vicarage, Station Yard.   
Tel. 01434 688196 
 

Deacon Anne Taylor,  (with the Methodist Church)Deacon Anne Taylor,  (with the Methodist Church)Deacon Anne Taylor,  (with the Methodist Church)Deacon Anne Taylor,  (with the Methodist Church)    
Woodville’  Redesmouth Road, Bellingham  NE48 2EH,  
Tel: 01434 220283   
 

Father Christopher Warren, (With St John’s Catholic Father Christopher Warren, (With St John’s Catholic Father Christopher Warren, (With St John’s Catholic Father Christopher Warren, (With St John’s Catholic 
Church)Church)Church)Church)    
c/o St. Mary’s, Hexham.   
Tel. 01434 603119 

St. John of Beverley 
 

As St. John’s Roman Catholic Church in Haydon 

Bridge is closed at the moment, all masses are    

being streamed online from St. Mary’s in Hexham  

and can be followed on St. Mary’s website:  

www.stmaryshexham.org.uk 
 

LIVE STREAMED MASSES 

Daily Mass      Wednesday 6.00pm 

Sunday Mass  Sunday 10.30am 
 

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of 

the Parish Weekly News LeKer, together with   

other updates and per�nent informa�on, please 

contact the parish office.   

(admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk) 

CHURCHES WORKING TOGETHER  (Con?nued) 

Returning to Public Worship in the 

Parishes by the Wall 
 

As some of us begin to move back to familiar 

paKerns of daily life following the lock-down we 

have begun to worship regularly again in our 

churches.  To ensure that we do so safely we are 

limi�ng ourselves ini�ally to one service at 

10.30am on Sunday alterna�ng between  Haydon 

Bridge and Henshaw.  If you would like to come to 

one of these services we are asking people to     

follow certain simple procedures and to record 

their aKendance with us for the purposes of track 

and trace.  Recognising that many people are s�ll 

not able or willing to mix more widely with other 

people we are also maintaining our paKern of 

Morning and Evening Prayer at 9am and 6pm    

everyday streamed on our Facebook page, 

www.facebook.com/parishesbythewall. If there is 

any other way we can support you during this 

changing period please do get in touch as well as 

pos�ng weekly resources to those who we have   

postal addresses who are not online. 
 

With every best wish, 

The Rev'd Dr Benjamin Carter 

Vicar of Haydon Bridge and Bel�ngham with Henshaw 



 11 

 

Historical Notes of 

Haydon Bridge 
 

By Dennis Telford 

VJ DAY 
 

In the July issue of The Haydon News, I celebrated 

THE 75TH Anniversary of the Allies Victory in    

Europe.  VE (Victory in Europe) Day.   
 

World War II was not over in May 1945, however, 

and many of our brave servicemen fought on un?l 

the collapse of the Japanese and the official end 

of the conflict, on August 15th, 1945: ‘VJ (Victory 

Over Japan) DAY’. 
 

VJ Day was celebrated quietly in Haydon Bridge in 

August 1945.   

Special services were held in the village churches, a 

combined choir gave a special programme in the 

Elmfield Church (The Methodist Church in 2020) 

and there was a bonfire at Hordley Acres. 
Corporal H. LAX 

Royal Air Force 

A LOYAL AND FAITHFUL SERVANT 
 

The overnight intruder who aKempted to break 

into Alan Scudamore’s garage on John Mar�n 

Street, did so clearly unaware that the occupier’s 

World War II training would be such an effec�ve 

deterrent.  When Mr. and Mrs. Scudamore awoke 

in the morning they were soon able to piece       

together the events of the previous night …. a 

damaged window, an obvious sign of an aKempted 

burglary, and a window sill covered in blood.   

And, maybe, hints of a job well done on Bonn’s  

saliva�ng tongue. 

Older residents of Haydon Parish will recall Bonn 

striking a much friendlier pose, as he lay day aJer 

day, unconcerned but with a watchful eye, at the 

base of a petrol pump in the Anchor Garage yard. 
 

Bonn was the twelve-year old Alsa�an dog pet of 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Scudamore and for two and a 

half years he gave ‘loyal and faithful service’ as a 

R.A.F. police patrol dog in the Second World War.  

Bonn guarded various Air Force sta�ons in Britain 

and received a cer�ficated award, recording the 

part played in the War by one of the best-known 

figures in Haydon Bridge in his many years at the 

Anchor Garage. 
 

The Hexham Courant reported Bonn as the only 

four - legged Haydon Bridge serviceman in the 

War, and the only Haydon Bridge serviceman who 

got no medals for the part he played in the War.  

We are all aware that the horses who served their 

country so well during European conflicts were  

feted in the film ‘War Horse’, but, maybe not so 

the four - legged friends like Bonn?  So, I will play 

my part in righ�ng that wrong by publishing the 

leKer sent to the Scudamore family aJer the     

conflict.                                         Con?nued on page 12 

Bonn, a pet at the Anchor Garage, played his part  

in World War II  

 

A headstone erected by the Commonwealth      

War Graves Commission, in St. Cuthbert’s Church 

graveyard extension above Alexandra Terrace, is a 

reminder that there were those who con�nued the 

war against the Japanese un�l their surrender on 

August 14th 1945. 
 

Horace (Harry) Lax of Haydon Bridge, who worked 

at Langley Barony before joining the forces, died 

on October 23rd 1946 aged 37 years, his early 

death aSributed to the horrors and disease he 

was subject to in the jungles of the far east.  
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                                                                Provost Marshal’s Dept.,                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                Air Ministry, 

                                                                London E.C.2. 
  

Dear Sir or madam, 
 

I have pleasure in enclosing a cer�ficate as         

documentary recogni�on of the admirable work 

done by your dog during the War as a R.A.F. Police 

Guard Dog. 

Although the work done by these animals has been 

men�oned publicly from �me to �me, few people 

who were not actually in touch with them know of 

the extraordinarily valuable services which they 

performed.  Night aJer night, over a period of 

years, vital R.A.F. property and equipment in      

isolated situa�ons was safe-guarded by them and 

their handlers in a manner, and with an efficiency 

and economy in man-power, which would have 

been impossible by any other means. 

Theirs was one of those essen�al jobs which had to 

be carried out in terms of long, arduous,         

some�mes boring, oJen exac�ng, du�es which, 

even though they may not have come within the 

public eye so much as others, were none the less 

an important and posi�ve contribu�on to  winning 

the war. 

I hope that the realisa�on that your dog played its 

part so splendidly in this work will be as great a 

cause of sa�sfac�on to you, as the success of the 

guard dog scheme is to the R.A.F. 
 

Yours faithfully, 

Air Commodore.  

Provost Marshal.  

Thank you to Marn and Simon Scudamore for providing the 

photograph of Bonn and the record and acknowledgement of 

achievement so richly deserved. 

THE ROAD TO THE NORTH  (Part 2) 
  

In March 2020, I followed the North Road above 

The Tofts farm and called in at two farms: ‘Cruel 

Syke’, covering an early C19th period to 1938, and 

‘Westley Bank’ from 1819 to Gawen Anderson’s 

tenure there in 1851.  This month I am returning 

to Westley Bank:  

 

We know that Gawen Anderson moved from   

Westley Bank to West Haydon, and by 1861 

farmed 70 acres there.  It also seems likely that 

Gawen Anderson was farming both Haydon and 

Westley Bank at this time as, by 1861, the occupier 

of the farm at Westley Bank - following a short  

tenancy by labourer Thomas Henderson and wife 

Elizabeth - was Mathew Armstrong.  Mathew was 

Gawen’s son in law, having married Margaret, 

Gawen’s daughter, in 1853.  Mathew and Margaret 

Armstrong had four children at Westley Bank and 

Mathew was a lead ore miner from Rookhope. 

(Maybe, he was working at William Benson’s 

Stonecroft lead mine, as Bewick’s mines at        

Honeycrook Burn weren’t producing until 1873.)  I 

wonder if Mathew also helped his father in law on 

the Westley Bank farm?  Certainly, by 1871 he had 

left for Newbrough ... as a butcher!  A strange 

move, perhaps. 

____________________ 
  

Before leaving Gawen Anderson the farmer at 

Westley Bank and West Haydon, it is worth    

mentioning another snippet of Haydon Bridge  

history for which Gawen has become noted.   
 

Read on …….. 
  

A New Burial Ground: 

On Thursday June 3rd, 1869 an application was 

made to close the burial ground attached to St. 

Cuthbert’s Chapel (today’s St. Cuthbert’s Church) in 

Haydon Bridge and on July 21st 1869, it was agreed 

that a new burial ground would be provided 

through a public subscription, and a door to door 

collection in the village raised £329 towards the 

new burial ground.  

 Initially, there were three locations considered: 

‘Hungry Haugh’ (Where Greenwich and Langley 

Gardens were built eventually); Land ‘to the north 

side and adjoining the existing St. Cuthbert’s   

Chapel cemetery’. (Part of the station yard,        

perhaps?); a site to the north and adjoining the  
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California Gardens (Where Alexandra Terrace 

stands in 2020).  
 

On September 9th, however, it was reported 

through their agent Mr. Grey that the Greenwich 

Hospital was in favour of, and had offered the   

parish, a field above the ‘California Gardens’.  
 

So it was that on September 16th, 1869, at a  

meeting of the Chapelry ratepayers held in the  

Vestry of St. Cuthbert’s Chapel, a proposal by Mr. 

Drydon seconded by Mr. Dinning, that Mr. Grey’s 

offer of the acre and a half of land above California 

Gardens should be accepted, was carried, and in 

response to a circular, an impressive total of £500 

was provided to the chapelry through parishioners’ 

voluntary  subscriptions for the new  cemetery.   
 

On March 20th, 1871 Haydon Chapelry’s new    

burial ground was consecrated above California 

gardens, by the Bishop of Durham.  
 

Gawen Anderson, who died on June 20th 1871 

may not have been the first person to be buried in 

the extension to St. Cuthbert’s Church burial 

ground, on the Lords of the Admiralty land above 

California Gardens, but his was the first head-

stone to be erected there; on April 11th 1873.   
 

If you would like to share in this piece of Haydon 

Bridge history, follow the west boundary wall for 

about 50 yards from the gate at the south west   

corner of the cemetery above Alexandra Terrace, 

until you reach the headstone of Gawen Anderson 

his wife and son (See below) erected against the 

western boundary wall enclosing the cemetery. 
 

(Read more about the St. Cuthbert’s cemetery      

extension, above Alexandra Terrace, in my Haydon 

News’ Notes of June 2010.  Available at ‘The 

Bridge’ Library or, on The Haydon News Archive at: 

www.haydon-news.co.uk) 

___________________ 

The weathered inscription reads 
  

Gawen Anderson 

Of Haydon 

Who Died June 20 1871 

Aged 59 Years 

Gawen His Son Died 

April 19 1875 Aged 24 Years 

Mary His Wife Died 

Jan 1 1876 Aged 71 Years 

And now, I return to Westley Bank: 
  

On July 10th, 1861, there is a Haydon Chapelry  

record of the burial of William Hetherington, of 

Westley Bank.  Who was William Hetherington?  Of 

this occupier we have no further information,    

unless one of our readers can help.  
 

The next occupier of Westley Bank, who followed 

Mathew Armstrong (and, presumably, William 

Hetherington), was George Carr with his wife Mary 

and their six young children, and they were at 

Westley Bank in 1868. George Carr was a described 

as a husbandman (i.e. a person who cultivates the 

land) and was 55 years old; Margaret his wife was 

aged 37 years and before moving to Westley Bank, 

George and his family had been living at ‘Queen’s 

Letch’ in Hexham where he was a farm labourer.  

By circa 1881, the Carrs had left the farm and were 

living in the village, where George earned his living 

as a mole catcher.                           
 

Around 1877, Joseph Mitchell, a 74 year old 

farmer, and his brother Mathew with his wife and 

family had moved into Westley Bank.  It seems that 

Joseph had improved his lot as, In 1871, he had 

been an ‘indoor farm servant’ on a farm at       

Newbrough, while his brother Mathew was a lead 

ore miner living in Haydon Bridge.  Joseph’s father 

John Mitchell was a Haydon Bridge shoemaker.  In 

1878, (August 23rd) a 20 year old Joseph Mitchell 

of Westley Bank was buried at Haydon Bridge. - We 

have no more details; but, a son of 77 year old   

Joseph, perhaps? 

By 1891, Joseph Mitchell snr., now an 85 year old 

retired farmer, was living on his own in two rooms 

in Haydon Bridge where he died four years later in 

1895, aged 89 years.   

 

Following Joseph Mitchell’s occupancy at Westley 

Bank, the farm was in the capable hands of William 

Veitch (circa 1885) who, having previously lived at 

Crindledykes, moved there with Elizabeth his wife 

and, in 1891, children: Frances; John, who was a 

lead ore washer; Sarah J, William, a lead miner; 

and Hannah, a housekeeper at Chesterwood.     

William Veitch was a 55 year old agricultural       

labourer from Low Morwood and he and Elizabeth 

raised twelve children and a thirteenth who had 

died aged only eleven months, at Crindledykes in 

1861.                                                            
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Elizabeth Veitch died at Westley Bank in December 

1910 aged 76 years and William died there in    

February 1912 aged 80 years.  William and         

Elizabeth Veitch of Westley Bank were the great 

grandparents of William Veitch, our regular       

Haydon News contributor, and they are both     

buried at  Haydon (Old) Church.   

Westley Bank was then taken over by John Veitch; 

John was the youngest son of William and          

Elizabeth.  John married Sarah Elizabeth Smith 

from Wigton and they lived at Westley Bank well 

into the twentieth century before moving to East 

Land Ends Farm. 

___________________ 
 

William Veitch (William of Lancashire, in the   

twenty first century!) recalls some oddities relevant 

to the two farms, Cruel Syke and Westley Bank, 

and their early occupants:   
 

Firstly: The two farms were created relatively     

recently compared to many in the area.  Secondly: 

the farmhouses were not always occupied by  

farmers. Labourers, lead ore miners, a builder and 

a butcher had all been tenants of the farmhouses 

at one time or another - this situation suggests the 

land was often in the hands of neighbouring    

farmers. Thirdly: It is clear a number of ‘agricultural 

labourers’ who had lived in the properties had   

improved their status by becoming ‘farmers’.  And 

fourthly, of interest to William on a personal note; 

for a large part of the last century, the farmer at 

each of the two farms was a Jack Veitch (William 

Veitch’s uncle) and his nephew. 

___________________ 

  

Twentieth century Northumbrian author and one 

of my paternal ancestors, Miss Nancy Ridley, wrote 

that she was treated to one of the finest views in 

the county when she walked west between her 

grandfather’s home at Peel Well Farm, Haydon 

Bridge to her own birthplace at Lipwood Well.  I 

am not about to dispute Miss Ridley’s opinion,   

given that I enjoy that view every day from my 

home at ’The Buildings’.  (A name given locally, at 

least three generations ago, to the Peel Well Farm 

buildings and two hinds’ cottages that were        

officially called West Rattenraw.)  However, there 

is another view in Haydon parish, that competes 

with that from Peel Well to Lipwood Well            

described by Miss Ridley as ’the finest in the    

county’, and you can enjoy it on a clear day looking 

west from the North Road, beyond Cruel Syke and 

Westley Bank - the former farmhouses which have 

been the basis of my Historical Notes this month 

and in March 2020.   

A fine view of the landscape looking west  

from Westley Bank 
 

Beyond Westley Bank and the New Alston     

crossroads, on the North Road from Haydon 

Bridge, the next former farm is named ‘Cubstocks’ 

and I will return there for a closer examination in 

a future month.  In the meantime, as I reach the 

New Alston crossroads, it is an opportunity to   

recall a time when there was little but open   

country between The Tofts farm, the Military Way 

(the present ‘Military Road’) and beyond. 

 

 COMMON LAND 
  

The uncultivated land in question, of the C18th and 

long before, was 600ft and more above sea level, 

much exposed and hardly accessible, with soils of 

heavy clay and peat bog often relying simply on 

natural drainage, if drained at all, and only the  

thinnest of soil cover on the ridge tops.  The       

tenants of Langley Barony and later Haydon 

Chapelry did, however, lay claim to these ‘out bye’ 

lands as their ’Common Ground’, and we have  

documentary evidence that as early as 1600, the 

inhabitants of the Barony, even though the ground 

was uncultivated, used their ’common rights’ to 

access these ancient lands as a source of summer 

pasturage - known as ‘shielding’; or the seasonal 

movement of stock and herdsmen to higher 

ground, before a return to lower ground in the   

autumn.  
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‘Common Land’ (Continued from page 14) 
 

To access these ’common’ lands and bring them 

into profitable use required a formidable pioneer-

ing effort, and it was not until the end of the         

eighteenth century that the division of this       

common land into sustainable ‘allotments’,        

surrounded by walls, fences or earth mounds, was 

undertaken by the Governors of the Greenwich 

Hospital.   

This development was termed: ‘Enclosure of the 

Commons’ and Grindon Common, where I stand 

Keeping Chickens as Pets 
Part 2 

 
In July’s Haydon News, Peter introduced you to the pleasures of keeping chickens as pets.  If you decide 

to follow Peter in his hobby, where will you keep the chickens? 
 

Before purchasing chickens, you will need a chicken coop and run, I have made a purpose built one but it 

was quite expensive due to the price of good treated �mber, however, it will last for many years. 
 

To start, you could look on a chicken keeping website and for very liKle money you can purchase a coop 

and run combined.  They might look good, but most are of very poor quality and with only enough space 

for 2 chickens – this is o.k. if you have a garden where they can spend a minimum of 4 hours exercising (I 

will explain more about exercise next month).  
 

If you have lots of money there is a website (Eglu Cube), they have everything you need to keep chickens 

at a cost of many hundreds of pounds.  To keep financial outlay to a minimum, try adver�sing for a second 

hand coop but it has to be in a reasonable condi�on and must be cleaned and washed with an appropriate 

disinfectant or you will inherit other chickens’ problems.  
 

Why not have a go at making a coop?  To provide for 4 to 5 hens it should be a minimum size of 1m square 

and made out of OSB board from a builders merchant. Roof it with corrugated shee�ng or paint with wood 

stain, but do not use roofing felt as bugs will live between the �mber and felt and at night they will aKack 

the chickens.  The door and window must be capable of preven�ng Mr. Fox gaining access to your precious 

pet hens. Most important, the perch should be 50mm/2inches wide for them to be comfortable and not 

fall off in the dark.  As chickens prefer to sit on the highest point, make sure perches are placed at a higher 

level than nes�ng boxes.  That way they’ll poo from the perches and not inside the nes�ng boxes. 

Finally, an alterna�ve would to purchase a small shed and 

alter it to your requirements. 
 

Talking of sui�ng your requirements … as geOng up early 

on a winter morning to let the hens out is not for me, I 

have set up two pulleys and a length of cord which runs 

from the coop door through the wall of my house to my      

bedside. I can open the coop door and go back to sleep 

without geOng out of bed.  

If that is not lazy, I don’t know what is!  
 

More next month.  

 

Peter:  peter.p7744@gmail.com    

today at New Alston crossroads, and further  to the 

north, was officially ‘enclosed’ in 1797.   

New access roads to the common land allotments 

were  necessary, of course, and the main enclosure 

road built across the common from the bridge at 

Haydon Bridge to the Military Road, was the ‘Great 

North Road’, (today’s North Bank/North Road) and 

alongside this road, Cruel Syke, Westley Bank and 

Cubstocks were built in the following  century. 

 

To be continued  
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HAYDON BRIDGE NATURE CLUB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mee?ngs usually take place at  

Haydon Bridge Methodist chapel 

On Thursdays at 7.15 pm   

***********************************

******************** 

At present we plan to open the new 

 season during September or October.  

This however is subject to Government 

guidelines rela?ng to COVID-19.  
 

One of the Club’s programme secretaries, 

Ann Nicholson, passed away recently so 

we have yet to complete our new  

programme for 2020/21    

Watch for announcements.   

All quizzes start at 8.15 pm 

cost is £1.50 per person 

In addi�on to the Quiz, the evening includes  

the infamous ‘Beer Ques�on’,  

Refreshments and a Raffle 

Team size from 2 to 6 (op�mum 4-5)  

Tables can be booked in advance over the bar. 
 

Unfortunately, because of Covid-19 restric?ons we 

have been unable to offer Charity Quizzes since 

February.  

As a result, we shall be retaining the planned quiz 

dates and the list of supported chari?es, and will 

resume once permission has been given. 
 

Quiz Dates – start date subject to Government 

guidance – August 18th, September 15th, October 

20th, November 17th, December 15th  
 

Chari?es Listed 
 

Breast Cancer Care, The Brain Tumour 

Charity, Dragonfly Trust, Haydon Old 

Church Restoration Project, Haydon 

Bridge New Year’s Fireworks, Macmillan 

Cancer Support, Hexham Youth Initiative, 

Blood Bikes, Haydon Bridge Playgroup. 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS: If you wish to 

nominate a charity then please contact John 

Harrison (aka Queenie) via the General 

Havelock or on Johnandaveril@aol.com.  
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THE  

NOSTALGIA OF NATURE 

IN  

HAYDON PARISH 
 

When Haydon Bridge naturalist and raconteur, 

Bill Tait died on August 4th, 1998 his loss was felt 

by many nature lovers across the district; indeed, 

across the world thanks to his ar?cles in the 

‘Awake’ magazine, which had over 34 million   

copies printed in 87 languages.   

When Bill passed away, I was given permission by 

his wife Jean to edit and publish his wri?ng and, 

as stories of nature and local memories never   

age and were a pleasure to read years ago, they 

are more than likely a pleasure to read today.   
 

Join me this month in June 1980, with Bill and Joe 

Hodgson, another Haydon character, in the north 

of the parish. 

__________ 

 
I like nothing beKer than to roam alone the wild 

wooded valleys of the South Tyne and Allen and 

the heather clad hills away to the north and south, 

seeking out wild nature and her ways. 
 

The day was warmer than usual for this �me of 

year and, although early, I found my first grouse 

nest of the season where the heather grew dense. 

The moor was alive with the song of the skylark yet 

above that I could hear the twiKering of meadow 

pippits chirping away among the heather. 
 

Old Joe Hodgson, a countryman and naturalist, was 

an old friend of mine who died in the spring of 

1980 at the age of 86.  He enjoyed country life to 

the full, following the Haydon Hunt one day, the 

next siOng close to a stone crag watching dog fox 

and vixen, then later spending hours on end  

watching cubs at play. 

Many were the secrets of nature I learned from old 

Joe, for as a boy I would sit alongside him away out 

on Barcombe Fell, wai�ng for the fox, enjoying the 

s�llness of the evening listening to the distant call 

of the cuckoo and the whistle of a curlew as the 

sun glowed red in the western sky. 
 

I remember some of Joe’s words — pearls of      

wisdom to he who would wait and watch nature.  

With a twinkle in his bright blue eyes he would say: 
 

“Bill if yer haven’t gat pa�ence � wait by the craig 

� watch for owld fox, yer might as weel gan 

heam.” 
 

Joe Hodgson had stored many memories away in 

all his years as a countryman and naturalist, and in 

the years when I first knew him he lived in a    

humble coKage below Cubstocks, north of Haydon 

Bridge, standing close to the Honeycrook Burn that 

twists and turns its way through meadow and 

woodland before reaching the River Tyne. (See 

front cover)  

Joe spent the years of his youth here when it was a 

paradise for plant and wildlife.  I remember him 

speaking of it as a place of great beauty where            

honeysuckle draped the hazels and greater      

knapweed grew to perfec�on.   Always, the old  

ruin held a pair of nes�ng kestrels, and on warm 

s�ll evenings fox cubs would play amongst the 

tumbled rocks.   

 

Old Joe oJen spoke of “old brock” the badger,  

passing that way from Haydon Fell to Whitechapel 

Dene; but what used to make his blue eyes twinkle 

most of all was the sight of the green woodpecker,  

for the first pair he ever saw was down on the  

Honeycrook when he was eleven years old. 
 

As he came to be an old man, Joe Hodgson’s love 

of nature never diminished.  I would s�ll find him 

following the Haydon, or wai�ng by the ash trees 

watching the woodpeckers.  
 

Eighty odd years of Joe Hodgson and his memories 

have come and now are gone, but that which gave 

him so much joy is s�ll there: Barcombe Fell on a 

s�ll evening, the dog fox lying out in the bracken, 

and the winding Honeycrook Burn are real even to 

this day. 
 

Although Joe has now gone, his memory will linger 

with those country folk who knew him.  They will 

have memories of a man whose needs were few 

and simple; a contented man who was rich in 

knowledge and joy because of his love of nature …. 

and a very pa�ent person. 

Talk to anyone who studies and watches nature 

and you have a very pa�ent person.  That was Joe 

Hodgson. 
Bill Tait 1980 

 

First published in the Hexham Courant in 1980. 
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Buffets/outside catering.Buffets/outside catering.Buffets/outside catering.Buffets/outside catering.    
Homemade ready meals Homemade ready meals Homemade ready meals Homemade ready meals 
delivery service also delivery service also delivery service also delivery service also 
available.available.available.available.    

Contact Jill on Contact Jill on Contact Jill on Contact Jill on     

07957 57188507957 57188507957 57188507957 571885    

HAYDON BRIDGE 

COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Will be open again in September 
 

A great venue for; 

Club activities   Meetings 

Celebrations Parties   Concerts  Plays 

To make a booking contact Valerie on  

01434 684705 

W.M.H. 
 FARM FRESH MEATS  

 

 
 

Church Street, Haydon Bridge. 
 

QUALITY HOME  PRODUCED  
BEEF & LAMB 

TRACEABLE FROM FARM TO TABLE 

Catering, Freezer orders 
 Barbecue packs, sandwiches 

 Cooked meats, Salads   
Home-made pies 

ALL ORDERS LARGE OR SMALL 
WELCOME 

Tel: 01 434 684 990 

Haydon Bridge  

Sequence Dance Club 
Every Monday Evening  

Haydonian Community Lounge & Bar 

19:30 un?l 22:00—£2 plus Tea & Biscuits 

New Members Welcome 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT  

THE COMPANIES  

AND  

INDIVIDUALS  

WHO ADVERTISE  

IN  

THE HAYDON NEWS 
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A VIEW FROM UP THERE …..                       
 

John Harrison 
 

In an environment dominated by the baKle against disease we hear of bleaches and disinfectants  that “kill 

99% of known bacteria”, so it was amusing to read a no�ce outside a small golf course in south-west   

Scotland which claimed to be “99% midge-free”. What is their secret I wonder?  On the subject of which, 

have you no�ced how few midges there have been this year? The excep�onally dry April and May this year 

limited their opportuni�es to breed, which requires cool and damp condi�ons.  How long we can remain 

bite-free depends on the weather and how many ketones there are in our bloodstream (posi�vely related 

to diabetes). 
 

Midges aside, May was dominated by an�cyclonic weather with some very warm days but also some cold 

nights, with frosts. Rainfall was again well below average, so the ground became extremely dry; sufficiently 

so to result in a significant forest fire at Haydon Fell on May 31st.  The weather over the first three days 

was unseKled with heavy showers, which were accompanied by thunder on the 3rd, the month’s weKest 

day (4.7 mm). As pressure began to rise, days were warm and sunny, oJen aJer a rela�vely dull start. 

When night skies cleared, temperatures fell to below freezing point, too cold for midges. Frost early on the 

6th caused damage to early crops such as potatoes. A weak cold front brought light rain aJer the 9th 

which heralded a long spell of weather affected by a fresh to strong westerly breeze which was quite cold 

at �mes. The day�me temperature rose only to 8.1 degC on the 10th but recovered to hover between 10.0 

and 15.0 degC for several days. Milder air approached the Bri�sh Isles from the 16th which eventually   

introduced light rain to Haydon Bridge early on the 18th. The heat wave which had affected the south of 

the UK then moved northwards. And air temperatures rose in very warm tropical air reaching 25.5 degC on 

the 20th (although local readings of 27.0 degC or more were reported). An ac�ve depression to the     

north-west of the Bri�sh Isles brought very strong winds, gus�ng to gale early on 23rd, which damaged 

some of the more fragile garden plants. AJer a short spell of unseKled weather, an�cyclonic condi�ons 

became re-established from the 24th and the remainder of the month was very warm and dry.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sta�s�cs for June tell us that this was a rela�vely warm but rather damp month.  While atmospheric 

pressure and cloud cover were remarkably consistent, there was considerable day-to-day fluctua�on in 

day�me temperature. Rainfall was mainly showery in nature and oJen fell during long spells of dull  

weather. For the first two days warmer condi�ons persisted from late May, brought by hot tropical air and 

hazy sunshine arriving from the south. However, cloud amount increased later on the 2nd and there was 

heavy overnight rain (10.0 mm) as a broad area of cyclonic weather arrived. Not only did this persist for 

the following ten days but it also brought about a remarkable fall in day�me temperature. In contrast to a 

maximum of 23.8 deg C on the 2nd, the average day�me maximum temperature between the 3rd and 7th 

was 13.8 degC, more typical of April and early May. A fresh breeze made it feel somewhat cooler than this. 

It is worth no�ng that the rain on the 2nd and 4th represent the largest falls since mid-March. An�cyclonic 

condi�ons were firmly in control from mid-month, pressure remaining remarkably consistent un�l the 

25th. With the wind coming from a generally easterly direc�on, condi�ons were frequently very dull,  

tending to clear during the aJernoon. A pulse of very warm tropical air was drawn into the UK from the 

south aJer the 20th and air temperatures across the UK exceeded 30 degC. The hoKest day in the Tyne 

valley was the 24th when Haydon Bridge logged 29.1 degC.  A complex low pressure system began to take  

Con?nued on page 20 

Month Average Maxi-

mum Tempera-

ture (Day�me) 

deg C 

  

Rela�ve to 

long-term 

average 

degC 

Average Mini-

mum Tempera-

ture 

(Night-�me) 

deg C 

  

Rela�ve to 

long-term 

average 

degC 

  

Rainfall 

  

mm 

  

Percentage 

of long-term 

average 

May 

June 

  

16.6 

18.2 

+1.3 

+0.5 

6.0 

9.8 

 0.0 

+1.1 

17.5 

67.3 

35 

129 
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Haydon Bridge Pharmacy 
Church St, Haydon Bridge.  
Call for more informa?on on 

01434 684354 
FREE PRESCRIPTION AND DELIVERY 

Your prescrip?on will be collected from your surgery and delivered to your home. 

    Saving you ?me 
    Hassle free 
    Prompt reliable service 
    Completely free of charge 
 

NHS stop smoking service NHS emergency contracepon 
(when accredited pharmacist is on duty)  

Call for health informa?on and advice. 

    

    

                                6 Church Street6 Church Street6 Church Street6 Church Street    
                                Haydon BridgeHaydon BridgeHaydon BridgeHaydon Bridge    

                                01434 68424801434 68424801434 68424801434 684248    

ALLEN VALLEYS 
PHYSIOTHERAPY 

with Joyce Charlton 
MCSP, Chartered Physiotherapist. 

Studio 4, 
Allendale Forge Studios 

Allendale. 
 

Tel 01434 618423 
www.allenvalleysphysiotherapy.co.uk 

Con?nued from page 19 
 

over on the 26th which, as is oJen the case, was  

heralded by thundery condi�ons. Complex fronts 

brought a period of unseKled and much cooler 

weather for the remainder of the month and the 

wind turned towards a more westerly direc�on, 

which was very strong on the 28th /29th.                                                                                                                                      
 

And finally, Gladys sent me a report which appeared 

in the local newspaper while she was visi�ng a friend 

in the USA. The police surrounded the bank in the 

local town while a robbery was going on, making 

sure that they secured all the exits. Unfortunately, 

the robbers escaped through one of the entrances.   
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July 2020 Answers 

ACROSS 

1.    DRACONIC 

6.    PEDLAR 

9.    CARDIGANSHIRE 

10.  STINGY 

11.  RECYCLED 

13.  PREVALENCE 

15.  NOSE 

16.  SPAR 

18.  CHUCK BERRY 

21.  WRESTLED 

22.  LETHAL 

23.  TREASURER CHEST 

25.  OSTEND 

26.  OVERTURE 

DOWN 

2.    RICHTER 

3.    CORONAVIRUS 

4.    NOISY 

5.    CHAGRIN 

6.    PASS-CHECK 

7.    DAI 

8.    AGELESS 

12.  CONTENTMENT 

14.  LOCALISED 

17.  PYRITES 

19.  UNDERGO 

20.  REALTOR 

22.  LOCKE 

24.  EKE 

1  2  3   4 5  6  7  8 

               

9      10  11       

               

12      13         

               

14  15         16   17 

          18     

19     20          

    21           

22          23  24   

               

25        26       

               

27         28      

www.haydon-news.co.uk 
 

The Haydon News website 

www.haydon-news.co.uk 

has an archive of back numbers of 

The Haydon News from 1979 
 

www.haydon-news.co.uk 

THE HAYDON NEWS CROSSWORD 
August 2020    £10 PRIZE EVERY MONTH! 

Please drop answers off at Claire’s by 19th August  
 

WINNER JULY 2020 — No crossword winners in July                
 

NAME ……………………………………….    ADDRESS 

ACROSS 
 

1. To talk informally with some of the characters in this puzzle 

takes the biscuit   (6)  

4. Dealings at university gets one a beKer model   (6-2)  

9. Repayer broadcast annually   (3,4)  

11. In�midate young lady, Calamity Jane?   (7)  

12 & 24 dn.      Ruin a kiss all over first of Hunt – this one’s next 

door to 2 dn   (5,5)  

13. In the Hebrides, maybe curable (right away) under ScoOsh 

mountain   (9)  

14. Currently 12 at No.11?    (10)  

16. This one is 26 ac not geOng eyes tested at Barnard Castle…   

(4)  

19. …while this one lacks the gloss of Sheila or Tony   (4)  

20. At home, this one leapt around following one sounding 

aKrac�ve   (5,5)  

22. One infers they’re all Tories, and more honest   (9)  

23. Copper on short �me measuring the flow   (5)  

25. School in one varnish remover   (7)  

26. First name of arrivals heard (to the NE, Durham in fact)   (7)  

27. Seeds rip apart and scaKer    (8)  

28. Winds treacherous people   (6)  
 

________________   __________   ________________ 

 

DOWN 
1. Plant is endlessly valuable to St. John   (9)  

2. At ten, at last, yob to savour amareO biscuits   (5)  

3. Solo part, nowadays it’s a onesy   (3-5) 

5. No iron erected around recce done in the US   (13)  

6. This Oliver confuses new and odd   (6)  

7. Amphetamine possibly affec�ng slim taunt   (9)  

8. In Sebastopol, Ka_a danced a dance   (5)  

10. Bob’s rulers are becoming demagogues   (6,7)  

15. Listening companions are present   (9)  

17. Loudly cry, boat steerer, but they’re only valves   (9)  

18. Spring cemented without Edward – may be found in a  

rocket   (8)  

21. Dress on the way to the flashing light   (6)  

22. Veg a bit overdone, you say?   (5)  

24. see 12 ac  

THE HAYDON NEWS DELIVERY 

The Haydon News would not arrive on your     

doorstep were it not for an army of volunteers.  

Thank you all!  A special thanks to Pam Armstrong 

who has delivered her last Haydon News, a[er 

many years.  We are looking for a volunteer to take 

over Pam’s deliveries ... on Church Street.  
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Open throughout the year for  
 

Morning Coffee 
Light Lunches 
Cream Teas 

Restaurant lunch/dinner 
Accommoda?on 

 

01434 688888 
www.langleycastle.com 

225 

The General The General The General The General 
Havelock Riverside Havelock Riverside Havelock Riverside Havelock Riverside 

InnInnInnInn    
01434 684 376  

email:generalhavelock@aol.com 
  

Opening ?mes: 
 

   Mon., Bar Only   5.00-11.00 
Tues to Sat  12-3.00 : 5.00-12.00 
Sunday   12.00-11.00 
 

 

2nd Friday of the Month from 7.00 
“Woody’s Pie and Mash Club” 

 

Last Tuesday of the month from 7.30 
“FILM & FOOD NIGHT” 

AA Pub Guide 2018 
Tripadvisor 2018 

 

Highly recommended 

SEPTIC TANK  EMPTYING SERVICE 
 

A. MacDonald. 
For a compe??ve quote 

Call  07801 308 006 

 

 

Time-Served Joiner 
With over 25 years experience.  

Providing Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Flooring, Kitchens, Extensions, and all 

General Joinery. 

Tel: 07999 787948 
e-mail: rich.hines75@gmail.com 

STEPHEN BROOKS 
 

(formerly W. G. DUFFY)  Established 1910—

old family business. 

Approved Solid Fuel 

Merchant 

Old Coal Cells – Haydon Bridge 

01434 684348 
Suppliers of coals and smokeless 

fuels 

 

ALL TYPES OF FUEL  

AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

GEORGE GAMBLE 
Est. 1988 

 

ALL BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION 
PLANT HIRE WITH OPERATOR 

MINI DIGGERS, CONCRETE 
BREAKERS, DUMPERS 

ROLLERS, TELEHANDLER. 

TEL:  07710193144 
01434 688804 

GARY CUNNINGHAMGARY CUNNINGHAMGARY CUNNINGHAMGARY CUNNINGHAM    

Professional decorator.   30 years experience 
 

Tel 01434 684041 
email:  gary@tynedaledecorator.co.uk 

 

‘Quality doesn’t cost, it pays’ 

C I ACCOUNTANCY 
01434 601133 

First Floor, 5 CaKle Market, Hexham, 

Northumberland.  NE46 1NJ 

info@ciaccountancy.co.uk 

Local Accountants for Local Businesses 
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CLAIRE’S NEWSAGENTS 
 
 

11, Church Street  Tel: 01 434 684 303 
Mon  -  Sat:6.00am -  6.00pm 
Sunday:  6.00am - 1.00pm 
 
PAPERS & A WIDE RANGE OF MAGAZINES 
Groceries, Confeconery, Tobacco, 
Beers, wines & spirits, Birthday & Special  Occasion 
cards, Staonery, Toys.  24 hour cash point 

Advertisers’ IndexAdvertisers’ IndexAdvertisers’ IndexAdvertisers’ Index    

 
PLEASE SUPPORT THE COMPANIES AND  

INDIVIDUALS WHO ADVERTISE IN THE HAYDON NEWS 

Accountants 

C I Accountancy   01434 601133  See Pg22 

Curlew Accoun�ng        07950 972152  See Pg7 

Building & Construc?on 

George Gamble    07710 193144  See Pg22 

Childcare and Care & Support 

LiKle Badgers    01434 684446  See Pg23 

Decorators 

Gary Cunningham   01434 684041  See Pg22 

Jamie Dunn     07584 192647  See Pg7 

Domes?c Appliance Repair 

Kevin Moore    01434 684736  See Pg7 

Double Glazing 

George Stephenson          01434 608619         See Pg8 

Electrician 

D & J Oliver. Electrical  01434 688132  See Pg10 

Financial Advisors 

Foresters Financial   07341 962577  See Pg18 

Furniture 

Langley Furniture Works 01434 688977  See Pg20 

Garage 

The Anchor Garage  01434 684345  See Pg10 

Gardening 

Green Man Enterprises 07854 694429  See Pg20 

Hairdressers 

Barber Bus     07712 609057  See Pg7 

Home Improvements 

J Lester Roofing    01434 344504  See Pg10 

Lynnwood Interiors  01434 344968  See Pg20 

Paul Brown. Tiling   01434 684890  See Pg7 

R H Joinery     07999 787948  See Pg22 

Red Onion     01434 618920  See Pg20 

Local Shops 

Claire's Newsagents  01434 684303  See Pg23 

Fresh 'N' Thyme   07710 445227  See Pg8 

Mr George’s  

Museum of Time   01434 321776  See Pg7 

Murray Farmcare Ltd  01434 684248  See Pg20 

Allendale Forge          See Pg18 

W.M.H. Meats    01434 684990  See Pg18 

Medical 

Allen Valleys  

Physiotherapy    01434 618423  See Pg20 

HB Medical Prac�ce        01434 684216  See Pg7 

HB Pharmacy    01434 684354  See Pg20 

Plumbing 

D.C.Hea�ng &  

Plumbing      07582 864066  See Pg10 

J.P.Westall      01434 602740  See Pg8 

Hotel/Pubs/Restaurants/Catering  

Langley Castle Hotel  01434 688888       See Pg22 

General Havelock Inn  01434 684376       See Pg20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ofsted Registered 

DAY NURSERY 
For children 

from birth to 5 years. 
 

 

Acvies follow the Early Years Foundaon Stage. 

Sensory garden. 
 

OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB/HOLIDAY CLUB 5yrs-12yrs 

Sports.  Arts &Cra[s. 

Fun & Games.  Trips. 

Call 01434 684 446 for further informa?on  

Haydonian Community  

Lounge & Bar              01434 684383    See Pg8 

Jill’s Catering     07957 571885      See Pg18 

Security 

Safe and Secure    01434 688423    See Pg22 

Solid Fuel Merchant 

Stephen Brooks     01434 684348    See Pg22 

Take out 

**********                                                             ****** 

Taxis 

Baynes Taxis.     01434 683269    See Pg18  

Venues/Social Clubs 

Community Centre    01434 684705    See Pg18 

Beacon Club (Hexham)                                          ******* 

Nature Club                                                             See Pg16 

General Havelock  Quiz Nights                             See Pg16 

Sequence Dancing                                                  See Pg18 

Waste Services 

Sep�c Tank Emptying   07801 308006    See Pg22 

ShoKon Waste Services  01434 681219    See Pg7 
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VILLAGE IN BLOOM 

Thank you to all the gardeners who brightened up our parish this summer 


