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'A Christmas Nativity Scene'
Created and coloured by the
children of Messy Church.
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CLAIRE’S NEWSAGENTS

SPARKLES CLEANING

MEMBERSHIP/SUBSCRIPTION
Membership fee
£5.00

11, Church Street Tel: 01 434 684

Mon - Sat:
Sunday:

CHARLOTTE DUNN

PAPERS & A WIDE RANGE OF MAGAZINES

Groceries, Confectionery, Tobacco,
Beers, wines & spirits,
Birthday & Special Occasion cards,
Stationery, Toys.

New Members are always welcome.

Subscription fee

£20.00

Professional domestic cleaning services:
 Weekly
 Fortnightly
 Monthly
 One offs
Mobile - 07817807919

To receive the Haydon News by post for one year (Feb-Dec).
For people living outside the Haydon News delivery areas.

Donation

£ Your choice

Donations are always gratefully received.

Total
Please tick the box if you want a receipt

£..................

24 hour cash point

Premier
Bookkeeping
Accounting & bookkeeping services
Paul Barron FMAAT
“A professional, friendly service guaranteed.”
Accounts TaxReturns VAT returns Payroll

Home - 01434 688445
Email - C.Dunnhb@outlook.com



303
6.00am - 6.00pm
6.00am - 1.00pm

Tel 07950972152

Name................................................................................................................
Address ............................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................
Postcode..............................................

Bookkeeping

Company Secretarial

Email: paul@premierbookkeeping.net
www.premierbookkeeping.net

Cheques made payable to ‘The Haydon News’.

When you have completed the form please enclose it, with the appropriate fee,
in an envelope addressed to:
The Haydon News. Tannery Cottage, Park Stile,
Haydon Bridge, Hexham. NE47 6BP
Or you may leave it at Claire’s Newsagents for collection.

Thank you.

NEW MEMBERS AND DONATIONS ALWAYS WELCOME!

NEXT DEADLINE:

Steve from
Staward
Painting, Tiling, Woodwork, Welding
Jobs quoted & charged at sensible prices
Non smoker, Good sense of humour
Phone: 01434 683030 or 07856 971167
Email: stevefromstaward@icloud.com

Third Wednesday
of each month.

CLAIRE’S NEWSAGENTS
11, Church Street Tel: 01 434 684

Mon - Sat:
Sunday:

303
6.00am - 6.00pm
6.00am - 1.00pm

JOBSON’S ANIMAL HEALTH

PAPERS & A WIDE RANGE OF MAGAZINES

Groceries, Confectionery, Tobacco,
Beers, wines & spirits,
Birthday & Special Occasion cards,
Stationery, Toys.

We are here for more than just your pet.
Ginger essence, stocking fillers, festive
treats for all your pets, warm hats, gloves
and socks, dog coats (fluorescent, warm
or shower proof), large variety of wild
bird feed and feeders, wellys and waterproofs for you and your kids, hampers
can be made for horse, cat, dog or wild
bird.

24 hour cash point

Season Greetings from all at
Jobsons

6 Church Street, HaydonBridge
01434 684248
Ofsted Registered

DAY NURSERY
For children
from birth to 5 years.
Activities follow the Early Years
Foundation Stage.
Quality assurance scheme ‘Aiming Higher’.
Sensory garden.
OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB/HOLIDAY CLUB 5yrs-12yrs

Sports. Arts &Crafts.
Fun & Games. Trips.

CALL 01434 684 446 for further information
Printed by Robson Print Ltd., Hexham (01434) 602975 / www.robsonprint.co.uk
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ADOXOGRAPHY
Here’s our Top 10 ………
Here at Citizens Advice, we have experience of
helping people deal with their debt problems.
We’ve come up with the following ten top tips to
avoid a Christmas debt hangover.
Plan early for Christmas - be realistic and budget accordingly. Work out how much you are going to
spend on each person – and stick to it.
Don’t forget the everyday bills -remember that rent, the
mortgage, utility bills, food bills and other existing
debts still have to be paid – and the consequences
can be severe if they’re not.
Don’t bank on an overdraft - if you do need more money, don’t run up an overdraft without talking to
your bank first – it will work out more expensive.
Keep things simple- if you can afford to pay for your
goods by cash, cheque, or debit card, don’t be persuaded to take out extended credit agreements.
Shop around - try as many different places as possible
to find the best price. Buy what you want and not
what other people say you need.
Buy safe to be safe - whatever the deal, whatever the
temptation, don’t buy from unauthorised traders
and don’t borrow from unauthorised lenders.
Read the small print - check for hidden extras in any
credit agreement. Work out the total amount payable. Ensure that the monthly instalments are within
your budget before signing.
Do your own credit checks - if you are going to use a
credit card, shop around and compare terms.
Be organised - if you’ve borrowed money don’t forget
that it won’t be long before you have to make a
payment. Make sure you pay on time, even if it is
only the minimum, or you will be faced with additional charges.
Start planning and saving for next Christmas - once
Christmas is over, it’s worth looking at what you
did well and what you didn’t.

P. COATS
PAINTER AND DECORATOR.
Free estimates.
Tel.01434 688739
Mobile 07940 429920

ERRANDS
Hello! I’ve started a friendly reliable door to door local service offering help with shopping, meal preparation, cleaning and other helpful
jobs that need done.
If you would be interested in using
this service please ring Karen on:

07903632150
DBS checked.
Due to an over whelming response and need for my services for the elderly, I
am pleased to announce I'm adding an extra day. I am now available on a
Monday too. Thank you everybody for your support. It's very much appreciated. Karen x

Debt doesn’t go away by itself. It can lead to serious consequences and ill health. If you do need
debt advice now, call Northumberland Adviceline on 03444 111 444 or see our website for our
opening hours:
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/northumberland.
We have specialist debt advisers in all offices
across Northumberland to help you. The help is
free, confidential and impartial.

equally to males and females - if there is time to organise it. We must remember.

Hurrah! For those residents who are now making regular
contributions to The Haydon News.
Boo! To those who drop litter and fly tip in our parish and the usual dog poo bandits!
Hurrah! Hexham’s M&S branch is not on the list for
closure - at least, not on the list I have seen.
Boo! For the Parish Council having to have planning permission to shift a pile of gravel.
Hurrah! For the excellent health services provided by all
the local practices and hospitals.
Boo! For the secrecy about the local ‘Sustainability and
Transformation’ plans for the NHS.
Hurrah! For the new bus station in Hexham - I think it
looks very smart. Especially the invisible clock, of
course.
Boo! For Christmas lasting from mid summer to the end
of January.
With all the local, national and international developments that have occurred in 2016 I am oscillating wildly
between despair and elation. Looking at the faces of Boris
and Trump on their respective mornings after, I am reminded of the old aphorism about ‘Be careful what you
wish for - you might get it!’
At the very least we live in interesting times. If Lord Farage’s hints at civil disorder come to pass, in the event of
Brexitus interruptus, at least we should be well out of it
here and, if push comes to shove, we can eat the wildlife.
The last episode of civil disorder that I can recall in Tynedale was when the riot squad turned out in Haltwhistle to
deal with an overspill from The Working Men’s Club (I
think - I apologise if I have got the wrong address). But
then, Haltwhistle...
It was good to see such a large turn out at the War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday. Both old and young were
present, which is very good. The number of WW2 armed
services personnel still with us is very small and shrinking now. Those of us under 80+ years of age cannot have
any firsthand experience of combat in a global conflict.
Conscription is now a faint memory. According to Wikipedia conscription applied to all males between 18 and
51 - except those in reserved occupations or who were
unfit or conscientious objectors. I cannot call to mind any
century when the UK has not been engaged in large scale
conflict. Next time, of course, conscription will apply

New Year’s Eve Fireworks celebrations
start at 11.30pm but actual bangs and
sparkles are at midnight.

THE HAYDON NEWS
WISHES ALL
ITS READERS
A VERY MERRY
CHRISTMAS AND A
HAPPY NEW YEAR.

DEPUTY EDITOR REQUIRED
There is nothing excessively difficult about putting together each edition of The Haydon News,
now that the new format has become more or less
settled. It takes perhaps 20-25 hours per month,
distributed over a couple of weeks and does not
require a high level of computer skill.
Your current editor is starting to suffer from cabin fever as he cannot go away for more than a
week or two, at most, for ten months of the year.
For a retired old loony that is a bit of a bummer.
Is there anyone, or a small group of people, out
there who would be willing to do the occasional
month or two? Do be in touch if interested. Ta!

COME ON CHAPS - JOIN IN!

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS
The Haydon News is grateful for the contribution made by local businesses who advertise in it.
Please always support local businesses and make our community more prosperous.
CONTRIBUTIONS, ADVERTS AND CROSSWORD ANSWERS TO:
The Haydon News. Five Stones, Heugh House Lane, Haydon Bridge. NE47 6HJ email: mail@stevenford.co.uk

Or: CLAIRE’S NEWSAGENTS 11, Church Street.
The Haydon News Committee
Steve Ford (Chairman and Editor) Pauline Wallis (vice chair) Peter Parker (treasurer and diarist) Pat Hirst, Sheila Adams. Marcus Byron, John Wallis
The editorial policy of the Haydon News is the responsibility of the Committee, although day to day responsibility is delegated to the editor. Our intention is always to ensure that the content of the Haydon News is as fair
and factually correct as possible. Any complaints concerning editorial policy should be addressed in writing to the Chairman and will be considered by and receive a formal response from the Committee. Complaints other
than those made above will not be entertained. The Editors reserve the right to decide which letters/articles are to be published, and to alter or shorten letters/articles when necessary.
Anonymous letters/articles will NOT be published. A nom-de-plume may be used if the Editors know the author’s name and address.
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the month end.
Other drain related work is in hand.
The possible car park development behind the Community Centre was discussed.

PARISH COUNCIL NOTES
PARISH COUNCILLORS
Esmond Faulks (chairman)
Mrs. E Charlton (Vice Chair)
684505
Mrs. V Fletcher
688872
Mrs. I Burrows
ideburrows@tiscali.co.uk
Mr. E Brown
684084
Mrs. J Thompson
684376
Ms. L. Thompson
ljtceramics@gmail.com
Mr. S Walker
684488
Mr. J Ridley
jmr@orangehome.co.uk
Mr. D Robson
daver1949x@gmail.com
Mr. D Thornhill
07810 336 537
Parish Clerk
Mrs. C. McGivern 07543 912 113
County Councillor: Cllr. Alan Sharp
320167(home)
320363(work)
07759 665200(mob.)

Steve Robson - Northumberland Water
This gentleman attended to field questions about
floods and drains. The problems in Haydon Bridge
are two fold: the rise in the river level resulting in
flooding and the, usually coincident, rise in the quantity of surface water cascading down the hill.
The drain running along Belmont has recently been
assessed (as have all the HB drains) and it was
deemed that the possible upsizing that had been
mooted was not cost effective within the Ofwat
guidelines.
At present a joint scheme involving NCC and NW is
under consideration. Consideration of the sewer provision is also occurring. Recent surveys have not revealed any defects of note.
Concern about the adequacy of the sewer provision
for the extra houses at The Showfield and the intermittent odour problems in the area were discussed.

A meeting of the Haydon Parish Council was held on
24th November 2016 in The Community Centre at
7.30pm.
Public Participation
One of the church clock faces’ illumination seems to
have failed. This may be due to building works. To
be checked.
The roadway from the Church Street arch to the entrance from Ratcliffe Road, behind the Community
Centre is in very poor condition. Progress along it
with a wheelchair is positively hazardous. Ownership is to be investigated.
The increasing danger posed by the growth in traffic
from the Showfield and the school related traffic was
raised. Several suggestions were proposed: double
yellow lines, notices, 20mph limit, an enforcement
officer and/or spy van to attend, a school meeting Cllr. Sharp agreed to take matters further.
Enquiry was made about the progress on the Church
Street junction changes. No fixed date was available
but further efforts are being made to remove the island.
The persistent Newbrough Road flooding was discussed though whether liablity lay with NCC or the
railway or Northumberland Water was unclear. Enquiries will be set in hand.
Haydon Bridge High School deny any knowledge of
the money that was raised for the skate park. Attempts will be made to find relevant documentation.
Apologies
Were received
Declarations of Interest
Were sought
NCC
The Low Hall layby litter bin - estimates of cost
and works required are now to hand and a decision
to reached to proceed. NCC will supply and install
and empty the bin. The Parish Council will fund it.
The damaged rails on Church Street should be repaired soon.
The continuing problems with the Kattan drains were
mentioned.
The trees at The Bridge should be pollarded before

Mr Robson made the point very firmly
that the likelihood of action on any problem increased in proportion to the number
of complaints made. It is essential that anyone having a problem with water, sewerage, flooding or drainage makes use of the
Hot Lines provided or writes a letter.
Highways and lighting
Problems with light on Church Street and Strother
Close were noted.
Damaged handrails at Esp Hill and Geeswood were
noted.
A meeting concerning the A69 junctions is to be held
on 8th December.
The revised street lighting, so long discussed, should
be installed during 2017.
Planning
Eight single bedroom supported living units with accommodation for staff on the old Anchor Garage site
are proposed. Some irregularities in the documentation were noted and some reservations about parking
and access expressed but no objections were made.
Accounts
Agreed and the precept set.
ISOS has agreed to donate the land adjacent to the
adapted bungalow for use as a car park providing the
PC covers the legal costs. The hunt for funding will
now begin and planning application made. It is
hoped that as many as eleven vehicles could be accommodated - this relieving pressure on the parking
for the Community Centre.
Correspondence
The Core Strategy document has been received but
has little to say about the parish.
Parish Projects
Planning permission for the gravel removal is await4

What's this??? The car behind now pulled into the
lay-by too. Oh no!
Slowly, very slowly, the driver got out. A male. Tall
and broad. It was like that moment in the Steven
Spielberg 1978 film DUEL where the evil silent perpetrator gets out of his lorry and advances towards
the helpless victim. Thump! Thump! Thump! And
that's just my heart.
I sat clenched to my seat. And drenched to the brow.
The man walked slowly over towards my door and
knocked on the window. A faceless form in the dark.
Shaking, I fumbled for the electric switch and
opened it a few millimetres. Then I heard:
"Marita hi! Glad you're back safely. Janice and I
left just after you and she told me to stay within a a
few feet of your car just to make sure you're ok. Cos
you never know on these lonely country lanes. Anyway, you're nearly home now so good night pet!"
It was Geoff. My neighbour. He and his wife had
been at the same dinner party earlier. In that moment
I didn't know whether to hug him or punch his lights
out!
Marita

FOLLOW THAT CAR!
Some years ago I was invited to a posh dinner at a
friend's house deep in the Northumbrian valleys towards Rothbury.
I could be grateful for my powerful Mercedes which
easily manoeuvred the many sharp twists and turns
as it effortlessly ate up the long miles. The dinner
was also a huge success as several other friends had
unexpectedly turned up.
All too soon, the evening drew to a close and it was
time to leave. I had a babysitter at home looking after my young son so I was the first out of the door just before midnight.
The journey back in the dark was very different from
the journey there. The Cheviot Hills, which previously looked majestic and magnificent in the bright
sunshine, now looked threatening and menacing in
the night's gloom.
Knowing I still had almost a sixty minute drive
ahead of me, I tried to go as fast as the law and the
sharp bends allowed. This being the countryside,
there were no lights. No other motorists. No houses.
Nothing. Heck, I didn't even have mobile phone reception. Never have I been more grateful for my new
car. And central locking.
Suddenly, behind me, I noticed a pair of headlights. I
didn't know whether to be worried or pleased. The
headlights came nearer. And nearer. I decided that
when it overtook me, I would follow the car closely
to at least have some company.
Except the car didn't overtake me. It stayed ominously just a few feet behind. When I slowed, it slowed.
As I drove faster, so did they. In fact the driver mirrored my every movement. Alarmingly so.
Heaven knows I'm not a paranoid person, but this
was starting to freak me out. The car stuck to me like
glue and shadowed every identical left and right turn
that I took. The road was beginning to narrow and I
was forced to drive slowly despite every inch of me
wanting to race ahead. An owl swooped low which
didn't help my nerves one bit.
This carried on for more than an hour. I have rarely
been so scared and I prayed for the familiar road
signs and lights of my home village. My grip on the
steering wheel left my knuckles white and my
breathing grew shallow. A film of sweat formed on
my brow. Still the car behind followed closely. I
tried desperately not to think of those slasher movies
where the poor victims meet a very bad end.
Finally after what felt like a hundred years, I could
see street lights, house lights, restaurant lights and
airport lights in the distance. At last! Thank you
Lord! I'm safe!
As I reached the outskirts of Ponteland where we
lived then, I pulled into a lay-by. If only to catch my
breath and release my vice-like grip from the steering wheel. I sat back in the leather seat and slumped
in blessed relief. I waited for my breathing to return
to normal but then....
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HAYDONIAN
SOCIAL CLUB

ALLEN VALLEYS
PHYSIOTHERAPY
with Joyce Charlton

Shaftoe Street, Haydon Bridge. NE47 6BQ 01434 684383
Traditional Ales, Heineken & Coors Beers, Guinness.

MCSP, Chartered Physiotherapist.

Available for Weddings, Birthdays,
Funerals and Anniversaries

Studio 4,
Allendale Forge Studios
Allendale.

Village fund raising welcome.

Tel 01434 618423

Bingo:
Sunday at 8.00pm& Wednesday at 8.30pm.

www.allenvalleysphysiotherapy.co.uk

Join our Social Club for £3 and take advantage of our
cheaper drinks & free room hire for parties.

Debs Mobile Hairdressing
Specialising in cutting, colour, perming and creatively styling hair.
With 30 years experience in
hairdressing, I offer a personal,
private and friendly service within
your home.

20 Innerhaugh Mews, Haydon Bridge.
01434 684890 or 07889 261360 dbrburgess@yahoo.com

Haydon Bridge Pharmacy

STEPHEN BROOKS

Church St, Haydon Bridge.
Call for more informa$on on

(formerly W. G. DUFFY) Established 1910—old family business.

01434 684354

Approved Solid Fuel Merchant
Old Coal Cells – Haydon Bridge

ed and the project may yet be accomplished in December. Further complication has arisen because
Thompsons are concerned about the depth of water
to be negotiated by their lorries.
The provision of sand stores, sand and bags is all in
hand. Lists of locations and wardens will be promulgated ere long.
The Ratcliffe Road bus stop is being manufactured
and should be in place by Christmas.
The Parish Council Focus meetings, held locally,
need to have a more senior person attending from
NCC. Various topics were raised at a recent meeting.
It is proposed that PCs in the west of Northumberland should collaborate and co-ordinate their actions
in connection with these meetings.
That decisions were being made in advance of any
consultation was held to be almost too obvious to
mention.
AOB
The possibility of a plaque in the village to commemorate the contribution made by the firemen was
raised and will be further evaluated.
Anton Philips, who has been running Langley Castle
for the Madnicks for nearly thirty years, is retiring
soon and it was felt appropriate for an appreciation
of his contribution to the community to be recorded.
The Madnicks have proposed a Northumberland Day
involving the whole county. This will occur in May
2017 and will require planning and co-ordination
locally.
Special mention was made of the need for the county
flag to be flown the right way up.

COUNSELLING
Home or work problems getting you down?
Feeling lonely or misunderstood?
Not sure where you want your life to go anymore?
Want to talk about something in confidence?
Personal counselling, face2face, email, Skype or phone





Justine Oldfield-Rowell
01434 684522
www.personal-counselling.co.uk
justine@personal-counselling.co.uk

HAYDON BRIDGE
COMMUNITY CENTRE
a great venue for;

Club activities
Meetings
Celebrations
Parties
Concerts
Plays
To make a booking contact Valerie on

01434 684705

D & J OLIVER
ELECTRICAL

The next Parish Council meeting will be on December 15th at 7.30pm in The Community Centre.

ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN

Tel. 01434 688132
Mobile 07730 533 348

FREE PRESCRIPTION AND DELIVERY
Your prescrip$on will be collected from your surgery and delivered to your home.

01434 684348

HAYDON VIEW

 Saving you $me
 Hassle free
 Prompt reliable service
 Completely free of charge
NHS stop smoking service NHS emergency contracepon

Suppliers of coals and smokeless fuels

ALL TYPES OF FUEL
AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

Residential Care Home. North Bank, Haydon Bridge.
Long Term Residential Care/Respite/Holiday/Day Care
For more information please contact: Chris

Tel 01434 684465

(when accredited pharmacist is on duty)

Call for health informa$on and advice.

Glendale Pool
and Parties!

CHURCH STREET
TUESDAYS, 1pm-4.30pm
homemade cakes, pies
& ready prepared meals.

STILL A FEW PARISH CALENDARS
AVAILABLE FROM CLAIRE’S NEWSAGENTS, THE HAVELOCK INN, THE
RAILWAY HOTEL, THE BRIDGE, ST.
CUTHBERTS CHURCH AND THE
CHAPEL.

North Road, Haltwhistle, NE49 9ND

SWIM in the private, indoor heated pool
(Private Hire)
PARTY in the pool
EAT in The Lodge and
PLAY in The Glen;

Tel. 07957 571 885
for orders, bookings
& quotations.

SEPTIC TANK
EMPTYING SERVICE

£5

our wooded garden with large climbing frame, picnic area
and beautiful valley views.

To book call Julie on
01434 320711 or 0797 169 1631
More information at glendaleleisure.co.uk

A. MacDonald.

IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT.
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or Audrey Kay

For a competitive quote

Call 07801 308 006
5

HISTORICAL NOTES OF HAYDON BRIDGE

Dennis Telford

C I ACCOUNTANCY

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING

01434 601133

lives and property of our residents, both individually and
collectively, would have been placed in serious jeopardy.

HAYDON BRIDGE FIRE BRIGADE
Part 6
In my Historical Notes June to November 2016, I have
followed the story of the Haydon Bridge Fire Brigade
from its early days as the parish’s independent fire
fighting unit of the late 19c, through to 1980.

SHOTTON WASTE SERVICES
REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER. COMPLETE SYSTEM CHECK.
FULL DOCUMENTATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AGENCY USE.
DRAIN JETTING. SUPPLIERS OF FUEL TANKS.
CHOLLERFORD GARAGE, CHOLLERFORD, HEXHAM.

First Floor, 5 Cattle Market, Hexham,
Northumberland. NE46 1NJ

info@ciaccountancy.co.uk
We know that there are few who doubt the essential role
that was undertaken by our Haydon Bridge fire fighters only, perhaps, some of those ensconced in cosy positions
in County Hall; - to receive praise for a good job done is
always gratifying, however, and I publish here, edited
correspondence related to an incident in 1986 on the A69
to which our local firemen were first on the scene; and
which is a reminder to the few who doubt the importance
of a Haydon Bridge fire service.

My history of Haydon Bridge Fire Service ended in our
November’s Haydon News issue as firemen Alan Ord
S/O, Eric Armstrong Lfm, Dennis Bradley Lfm, Frank
Eales, Tommy Clark, John Kanes, Malcolm Round, Alec
Sim, Geoff Oldham and David Wright polished their
brasses and took the brigade into the 1980s.
Dennis Bradley’s last attendance at the fire station on
Station Road - or, “down the back of the station”, as older
Haydonians might describe the location - was on 25th
October 1982. Dennis was replaced in December when
Joseph Brown joined the retained crew.
In 1984, there were three new recruits; Paul Elliott, Colin
Banks and Thomas Stephenson; and in July 1985, Ken
Tulip was made up to Leading fireman. Leading fireman
Eric Armstrong’s last attendance was in December of that
year, after fourteen years service.
In January 1986 our firemen were: Alan Ord S/O, Ken
Tulip Lfm, Frank Eales, Tommy Clark, John Kanes, Alec
Sim, Malcolm Round, Geoff Oldham, David Wright, Josie Brown, Paul Elliott, Thomas Stephenson and Colin
Banks. By April 1986, Alec Sim had been promoted to
Leading fireman, but his final attendance as a member of
the brigade was on September 28th 1987.

Local Accountants for Local Businesses

TEL 01434 681219

Howard Dockray & Son

HAYDON BRIDGE FISH & CHIP SHOP
LUNCHTIME, TEATIME & EVENINGS
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

5.00 CLOSED FOR ALL OF THE DAY
11.30 - 1.30
5.00 11.30 - 1.30
5.00 11.30 - 1.30
4.30 11.30 - 1.30
4.30 -

Approved Coal Merchants

9.00

All types of solid fuel at competitive prices.

9.00
9.00
9.00
8.00

John Martin Street, Haydon Bridge. Tel: 01434

Dene House, Catton. NE47 9LH

Tel. 01434 683343

684 289

5th/8th (Volunteer) Kings Regiment
27-10-1986
Dear Sir,
You will, no doubt, recall an incident in the early hours of
Saturday 27th September 1986, approximately one mile
east of Haydon Bridge, involving two army vehicles and
an articulated vehicle in which two people lost their lives
and a number of army personnel were injured. Having
been involved, I am writing to register my deepest and
sincerest appreciation, on behalf of all those soldiers
involved, of the professionalism and efficiency of the
crews who attended the accident. I appreciate that their
work was “in the line of duty” but cannot praise their
actions enough in what was for all involved a nightmarish
situation. It is an unfortunate human failing that the
rescue services are taken so much for granted until
personal involvement emphasises the dedication and high
degree of professional training required in dangerous and
exacting circumstances. Furthermore, their compassion
and concern after the event, for myself and the other
survivors, was another indication of their dedication and
personal commitment to their work and an invaluable
source of support.
My sincerest thanks to Div. Officer Hobson, Station
Officer Arthur, Sub Officer Short, Sub Officer (Alan)
Ord, Sub Officer Fairless and their crews for their actions
on that morning, which has contributed to the fact that I
am alive and able to write this letter. They are a credit to
Northumberland Fire and Rescue Services and are greatly
admired by all members of the 5th/8th Kings Regiment.
Yours faithfully,
J. Thompson. Drum Major 5/8 Kings.

In December 1987, Gordon Liddle joined the retained
Haydon Bridge crew and in April 1988, Joseph Brown
was promoted to Leading fireman, replacing Alec Sim in
that role. Both Gordon and Josie were to continue to use
their fire fighting skills in permanent employment, as did
David Wright. Geoff Oldham (January) and David
Wright (February) both left the Haydon Bridge service in
1988 and were replaced by Michael Phillips and Maurice
Robson who joined in April 1989.
In the Haydon Bridge Fire Service, my experience was
that motivation and commitment to reach the target
incident in double quick time could never be questioned,
although individual passion and eagerness - sometimes
overtaking common sense - did lead to the occasional
humorous consequence during a call-out. Not all can be
recounted here, but two that come to mind that still have
me smiling to this day, I can share with you:
On one occasion, with its driver in a state of high tension,
our village fire engine, drove at high speed out of its John
Martin Street base, only to take a fire station gate post
with it as it was torn from the ground, much to the quiet
amusement of the crew. And, on another occasion, an
over zealous driver in his eagerness to reach the incident
without delay, was in the cab and driving to the fire with
half a dumbfounded crew left behind and looking on from
inside the fire station.
All my recollections are set in the context of a seriously
committed and highly efficient crew, without whom the

GARY CUNNINGHAM
Professional decorator.

email: gary@tynedaledecorator.co.uk
‘

Quality doesn’t cost, it pays’

J. LESTER ROOFING LTD
Slang, ling, ﬂat rooﬁng, guering, poinng, chimney stacks,
lead work, insurance work. FULLY INSURED

Call 01434 344 504. Mobile 0787 675 6616
Email: john.lester5@btopenworld.com
BRAEMAR
COSY COMFORTABLE HOLIDAY COTTAGE

NOVEMBER’S ANSWERS

Sleeps 5. Large Garden. Off road parking.
Convenient for all village amenities.

For details & booking contact Cynthia Bradley
01434 684622
email: edenholme@btinternet.com
website: www.edenholme.co.uk

The General
Havelock Inn
01434 684 376
email:generalhavelock@aol.com

Riverside Restaurant
Haydon Bridge. NE47 6ER

Opening times:
Mon
Tues/Weds/Thurs/Fri
12 - 4.00
Sat
11.30 - 4.00
Sun
11.30 - 4.00

5.15 - 12.00
5.15 - 12.00
5.15 - 12.00
5.15 - 12.00

Last Friday of the month
FILM & FOOD NIGHT
AA Pub Guide 2016
Highly recommended
- Tripadvisor 2016

The Haydon Bridge crew, one of three brigades involved
in tackling this accident between four o’ clock and eleven
thirty on the morning of the 27th of September 1986 and
their work greatly admired in this correspondence, was:
S/O Alan Ord, Lfm Alec Sim, Fm; Thomas Stephenson,
Geoff Oldham, David Wright and Joseph Brown.

Please drop answers off at Claire’s by 20th Jan
(or post to the editor)
NOVEMBER’S WINNER
Liz Jukes
NUMBER OF ENTRIES

3 - 2 correct
Continued on page 7
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30 years experience

Tel 01434 684041

OAP’s meals half price on Tuesdays
(lunchtime and evening)

I will continue this history - from 1990 to 2016 - next
year, as thanks to the group of men who have given their
time and expertise in the Haydon Bridge Fire Service
over many years to ensure our safety. And, we must all

Mob. 07940263331
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THE BOWEN
TECHNIQUE
EFFECTIVE TREATMENT FOR

SPORTS / WORK RELATED
INJURIES
MUSCULAR & SKELETAL
DISORDERS,
STRESS & TENSION,
HAY-FEVER & BRONCHIAL
SYMPTOMS
GENERAL RELAXATION
AND BODY BALANCING

Phone: Bridget Enever on
07963 429 739

THE HAYDONIAN
CRUCIVERBALIST
December 2016
£10 PRIZE EVERY MONTH!
NAME.....................................................................................................................................................................
ADDRESS..............................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................
1

2

3

4

5

6

7
8

hope that the decision made by the county councillors of
Northumberland, to return Haydon Parish’s twenty first
century fire fighting service to its nineteenth century
provision, was not as foolish and short sighted as it seems
to have been to many in our parish and beyond.

W.M.H.
FARM FRESH MEATS
Church Street, Haydon Bridge.
QUALITY HOME PRODUCED
BEEF & LAMB
TRACEABLE FROM FARM TO TABLE

Catering, Freezer orders
Barbecue packs, sandwiches
Cooked meats, Salads
Home-made pies
ALL ORDERS LARGE OR
SMALL WELCOME

Tel: 01 434 684 990
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To be continued in 2017
LOOKING BACK : 1919
Open throughout the year for

In previous issues of The Haydon News I have recalled
events in our parish during the Great War.
Although the War ended officially on June 28th 1919, I will
continue to look back at parish activity throughout 1919.
This month, I look back at events in Haydon Parish
following the war, from September 1919.

Morning Coffee
Light Lunches
Cream Teas
Restaurant lunch/dinner
Accommodation
01434 688888
www.langleycastle.com

10

GEORGE GAMBLE

11
12

13

Many of our
older readers
will remember
Charlie
McKay’s
garage on the
south side of
Ratcliffe Road at
the west end of
the village.

Est. 1988

14

ALL BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION
15

16

PLANT HIRE WITH OPERATOR
MINI DIGGERS, CONCRETE BREAKERS
DUMPERS, ROLLERS, TELEHANDLER.

This is a September 1919 advert from the Hexham Courant

TEL: 07710193144
01434 688804

17

18

19

THE ANCHOR GARAGE

20

21
22

23

24

CHURCH STREET IND ESTATE
HAYDON BRIDGE NE47 6JG

And here are two views of C.W. McKay’s 1919 Motor & Cycle
Works (top) and (bottom) a later photograph of the Garage

MOT CENTRE including Class 4, 7 & Motorbike

25

TYRES, LASER TRACKING, DIAGNOSTICS
ALL MAKES OF CAR REPAIRED AND SERVICED

26

ALL MAKES OF EXHAUST SUPPLIED AND FITTED

Tel 01434 684345
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ACROSS
1.
School bench one blade chopped – it’s awesome (10)
8.
Restore in most ethical fashion (4)
10.
Measures of idle crates (10)
11.
Glide to the pole and hide (4)
13.
Jazz fan with two queens will provide the spread (7)
15.
Old city from most of the finest? (6)
16.
Childless, Edison developed a belly. Boring! (6)
17.
The first of Henry’s turns on Nov. 5 … (9,6)
18.
Prisoner’s at home with Buddy (6)
20.
Swirling airs in Xmas pud, perhaps? (6)
21.
…the second of Henry’s follows, soundly connected (7)
22.
One hears a way of walking to the entrance (4)
25.
Tosser, maybe, from a little tour (6-4)
26.
Old Billy as a goddess of vengeance (4)
27.
Where the entitled solicit in London (5,5)
DOWN

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
9.
12.
13.
14.
15.
19.
20.
23.
24.
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Uneven chance of scraps (4)
Weapon of spice (4)
A pound in cold food up in Texas (6)
Two punters steadily improving (6,3,6)
I noisily allow the making of a small hole (6)
Did he make the gateposts at the Lodge? (10)
Work at Katie – yes, sit down (4,2,4)
Verse Peter meant to change (10)
Instrument out of Castle East (7)
Ginger hair of Communist leader (7)
Remove the mattress cover by way of reprimand (4,3)
Text in Ireland? It’s all there (6)
Last manuscript supplies more weapons (6)
Minty Marco (4)
Get up, it’s backed by revolutionary leader (4)

Graeme Murphy

Mobile 07903 049 147

Jimmy Carruthers

HAYDONIAN
RENOVATION
SERVICES

Vroom Vroom: I wonder if Mr J.L. Hudson of Haydon
Bridge was driving a motor cycle given a few extra revs
at the hands of Charlie McKay, when he was fined ten
shillings in October 1919 for driving in Beaumont Street,
Hexham at a speed estimated at 25mph that was judged a
danger to the public.

PURPOSE MADE JOINERY, UPVC DOORS & WINDOWS
ALL JOINERY WORK UNDERTAKEN

Tel: Graeme 07985482452 Jimmy

07803908756

Railway Death: On Monday morning, September 15th
1919, the decapitated body of Mathew Cowing, a fifty
seven year old general labourer of Haydon Bridge, was
found by George Kent, a platelayer from Lipwood. The

Your Local Joinery Manufacturer
7

deceased’s body was lying at right angles to the outer rail
of the up line, one and a half miles west of Haydon
Bridge, one hand was gripping the underside of the rail,
his head was completely severed and his hat was found
ninety yards away. At an inquest in the waiting room at
Haydon Bridge station on Wednesday, September 17th
1919, the coroner returned a verdict of ‘suicide while of
unsound mind’.

A COMPANY IN BATTLE
The unveiling of the Langley Memorial tablet, as reported
in the Hexham Courant of November 22nd 1919, gives a
brief insight into the activity undertaken by those men
who left our district to fight for their country.
The Rev W.E. Pearson, referred to his close connection
for ten years with the Haydon Bridge Company of the 4th
Northumberland Fusiliers and the Reverend pointed out
that when war broke out and they mobilised at Haydon
Bridge Town Hall on August 4th 1914, only two men in
the Company didn’t answer the roll-call, and they had
genuine reasons for not doing so. Barely nine months
later they went to France and on their arrival, went into
action immediately and the Haydon Bridge Company
were chosen to direct the attack of the Northumbrian
Brigade on St. Julian, a battle that was severely lost.
Then, in 1916 in the Somme battle, they were given the
most difficult task in the brigade; when they were placed
on the right flank to advance past High Wood, held by the
enemy and they did there what seemed the impossible.
There again, there was the fight for Houthulst Forest in
the 3rd battle of Ypres. They were again given one of the
most difficult of tasks - to advance against a strong line of
blockhouses - but they went forward and performed
magnificently. These three instances, said Lt.-Col. Robb,
showed what the high command thought of these men
from the district and the great value they placed upon
their capabilities. They placed no task too high for them
and they were never disappointed. They did what they
were given to do and they did it well.
Lt.-Col. Robb said the tablet unveiled at Langley would
serve to keep the memory fresh and remind those in days
to come of the great sacrifice made. He reflected that
there were many sore hearts on Tyneside today but there
would be many proud hearts for ever.

The King’s Wish: At a meeting in October 1919, the
Shaftoe School governors agreed an extra week’s holiday
could be taken in celebration of peace. Although the Education Committee objected, it was pointed out that ‘it
was the King’s wish’.
Howay the Lads: At the October parish council meeting
in 1919, it was agreed that, ‘a football field was becoming
a necessity for the young men of the village and if a field
of about four acres was not given, then the council would
have to provide one’. Greenwich Hospital land to the
west of Brigwood was suggested as one possibility.
The Flicks: An application was received by Hexham Petty Sessions in November 1919, for a ‘Cinema Licence’
and a ‘Dramatic Licence’ in respect of Haydon Bridge
Town Hall. The secretary of the Town Hall, W.S. Walton,
informed the bench that a fire proof building was being
erected for the cinema apparatus.
Billiards: The final of the Victory Trophy, purchased
from the remaining funds of the parish’s ‘Welcome Home
Welfare Association’ and valued at twenty five guineas,
took place on armistice night in the Reading Room. The
final was between George T. Brown and John Graham
and George (Puddy) Brown won the trophy that had been
keenly contested, there having been forty four entries.
James McQueen the, apparently, genial host of Haydon
Bridge’s Anchor Inn, died aged seventy three years on
Monday, November 10th 1919. James had moved from
Seaton Delaval to the Anchor eight years previously and
had been a founder member of the Haydon Lodge of the
Buffs (RAOB) in June of 1919. Mr E. McQueen, James’
son, continued as host at the Anchor.

William Nelson: Reputed to be one of the best known
men in the district at the time, William Nelson of West
Mill Hills Cottages, died aged eighty four years on
Monday, November 17th 1919. In the area from 1805, he
had worked first at East Elrington for Robert Henderson
and then East Mill Hills for Mr Langhorn, before twenty
nine years with Mr Stephenson at West Mill Hills.
William Nelson had five sons and ten daughters, so, it
seems likely that the family still have connections with
our parish today. It would be interesting to hear from any
of William’s descendents.

Langley Memorial: A memorial tablet to those from the
district of Langley who gave their lives in the Great War,
was unveiled in the Dean Raw School at Langley on
Saturday, November 15th 1919. (Photo: Hexham Courant)

Rent Day: Mr C.G. Grey, the agent of the Greenwich
Hospital Estates, held the first of the estate’s Martinmas
rent-days at the Anchor Inn on Wednesday, November
19th 1919.
Welcome Home: Between fifty and sixty ‘boys’ who had
returned from active service or were home on leave were
officially welcomed home with a concert and dance on
Friday November 28th 1919; the second such event in a
short period. The Rev. W.H. Ainger said that those who
were left at home had tried to do the best they could to
keep in remembrance those who had gone forth to fight in
order that people at home might live in safety.
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massage, vertebral and joint mobilisation. Home exercises are a vital part of the after treatment self care. Sometimes the spine may give off a cracking sound during
treatment but I don't feel I have to necessarily achieve
that to obtain the desired effect.
So what is that crack achieving? It occurs when the spine
is placed in such a position and force then applied, which
moves the joints of the spine further than they would
move in every day life. This stretches ligaments, muscles
and soft tissues surrounding the joint and can result in a
popping sound. If you pull your fingers hard enough and
fast enough, (don't necessarily try this) they may crack.
This is thought to be the joint surfaces pulling apart, the
joint fluid temporarily going into a gaseous state, and
then back to fluid again after a short time. The same can
happen in the spine. It can cause a feeling of relaxation
around the treatment area, helping to realign bones and
temporarily mobilise them. However, if nothing else in
done after that in the way of postural correction, stretching exercises and core stability training, the situation may
revert back again to the original state.
As far as back problems are concerned, prevention is better than cure and with the winter now upon us, life can get
a little more physically challenging, trying to keep warm
for instance. Reminds me of the song, "Summer time,
when the living is easy....." and so it is, no logs or coal to
get in, light nights to see where you are going, no ice to
worry about.
Before any heavy lifting, ask yourself the following question, "What's the worst thing that could happen if you
don't do it?" Then, is there an easier way the task could
be done, perhaps by breaking it down, partially unload
and carrying smaller units. It might take longer but it's
better than having a bad back.
Try to prevent falls and other accidents by getting some
salt to put down where you have to walk to the car or get
the milk in etc. Keep patios clean and therefore less slippery in wet conditions. Easily attached mini crampons on
shoes can also provide extra grip in the snow.
Once you've had one episode of back pain, there can
sometimes be increased risk of having another, but once
the condition settles down, it's easy to forget the pain and
then do something strenuous that sets it off again. If
you're feeling stressed or rushing, that's when you can be
more at risk by not taking the time to think things
through, find ways round to make it easier for yourself.
Quick movements can cause injury too, rather than taking
things slowly. We can be very careless at times, taking
our body for granted and a sort of pride can take over
when we think we can do things that we really should not
physically attempt. One of the best ways to prevent back
pain is to take a step back and think before undertaking
the lift or other manual handling task.
I hope you have an injury free Christmas and New Year.
All the very best.

blow, a self-employed bricklayer from Chester-Le-Street,
had never actually liked the Jet he had dobbed. (A tax
man from Newcastle.)
My favourite nativity play story involves the little boy
who fancied the part of Joseph, but because he was
smelly and had a tendency to ad lib was cast as the innkeeper. Harbouring his resentment, he decides to bide his
time and wreak havoc on the big day. The teacher could
tell he was a tad resentful but didn’t think he could do any
harm in such a small roll.
On the day of the performance everything went swimmingly until Joseph asked the innkeeper if there were any
rooms. ‘Why aye! Loads of space. Hawaay in.’
I feel very sorry for people who have their birthdays
around Christmas and New Year. I am one of them and so
is one of my sons, Sam. As a parent, it is very difficult to
make them feel special when all you can really concentrate on is what Santa is bringing you. One of the great
things about social media sites is that you find out how
many people really care about you, as they send you lovely ‘happy birthday’ messages no matter what time of year
it is. I had nearly 6.
This year I did find an upside to having a birthday the
week before Christmas. Because my birthday has never
seemed very important, even to me, I have not been paying attention to the numbers and have been telling people
for the last year that I am 57. But, on my birthday, I realised that I was actually 57 this year. Result! I’ve had a
year for nowt.
If you ever get a chance to go to the Ramside Hall Hotel
in Durham, check out the mural paintings in the bar. It
features cartoons of loads of people who have been there.
Look who is under Martin Shaw and next to Ant and Dec.
Albert flippin’ Einstein, the cheeky nowts!

ALLEN VALLEYS PHYSIOTHERAPY
As the physiotherapist at Allen Valleys Physiotherapy, I
have advertised in the Haydon News for some years.
Now I've finally been caught up with and asked to write
an article for it.
Perhaps I should say something about myself first. After
working in the NHS for five years, I began working in
private practice in 1989, initially in a locum, holiday relief capacity, and then the opportunity came for me to
take over a practice in Sunderland, which I ran for nineteen years. After moving to the West Allen Valley in
2006, and commuting to Sunderland for a while, I opened
a clinic in Allendale in June 2009 which is now based at
the Forge Studios in Allendale. Since 2010 I have no
longer worked in Sunderland.
My usual days work is spent treating conditions including
bad necks and backs, headaches (which often often originate from the spine), and a variety of other joint problems, knees, shoulder, sprained ankes, tennis elbows etc.
These come under the general heading of musculoskeletal
problems.
I try to use gentler treatment techniques to mobilise stiff
joints, surrounding muscles, soft tissues and nerves, with

Joyce Charlton
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1966, for example, the Bundesbank orchestrated and ran a
coup that ousted the then Chancellor Erhard and replaced
him with a figure more agreeable to the bank, more malleable. And there’s more too.
German bank domination is the key - the French got the
bureaucracy. The EU ought to be a European Democratic
Federation first, thus giving proper democratic legitimacy, and then economic and monetary unions could develop. Instead, based on the European coal and steel community, as the EU is, it is a cartel for commerce and against
the people.
Sovereignty, the democratic deficit and possible future
directions are all discussed.
The perfect Christmas present!
Steve Ford

Full and Overflowing: Shaftoe Trust School pupils
provided the entertainment in Haydon Bridge Town Hall
on Thursday, December 18th 1919. The object of the
event was to provide finance for a Memorial Tablet for
the ‘old boys’ of the school who fell in the War. The
Town Hall was described as ‘overflowing’ and between
sixty and seventy pupils took part, raising £38 towards
the Memorial fund.

D.C. OIL HEATING &
PLUMBING SERVICES.
WORCESTER BOSCH ACCREDITED INSTALLER
OFFERING 7 YEAR WARRANTY.

WORCESTER BOSCH SERVICE PARTNER.
GRANT ACCREDITED INSTALLER
OFFERING 5 YEAR WARRANTY

Oil Boiler and Tank Installer, Service and Repairs
Plumbing & Central Heating Systems. Bathrooms & Showers
OFTEC REGISTERED SERVICE ENGINEER.

And … Full and Overflowing: Ending the year 1919, a
most offensive nuisance was located at Lipwood and
Middle Lipwood farms. It was here where the Sanitary
Inspector found in one case, sewage and surface water
flooding the farm houses and buildings and in the other,
sewage being discharged onto, and by the side of, the
main country road.

D.C. Oil Heating & Plumbing.
112B Church St. Ind. Est. Haydon Bridge. NE47 6JG.

Jim Mob. 07582864066

HAYDON PARISH ‘HOME FRONT’ : 1939 - 1945
My earlier Second World War ‘Home Front’ notes
have been published in The Haydon News between
July 2015 and November 2016.
In this issue, I continue with my notes from June 1942.

HENRY WATSON
& CO.
Brendan Healy
Aged 57 and 4 days.
Every parent knows that feeling of pride when watching
their children in the school nativity play, even if they are
playing the part of a pineapple. Don’t blame the poor
teacher of your pineapple, she has to find parts for over
30 kids in a play where there are only about 10 characters...and one of those is usually played by a Cabbage
Patch doll. Hence we find that baby Jesus, lying in his
manger surrounded by sheep, donkeys, wombats, badgers
and a giraffe, is often visited by 3 wise men, 3 shepherds,
5 spacemen, 7 power rangers and some exotic fruits.
Not that it matters really, because you can’t see much past
the sea of video cameras and mobile phones. All nativity
plays are covered better than any royal wedding. In later
years, it must be wonderful to look at the DVD of the
back of the heads of other camera-toting parents who had
the foresight to get there early.
I have seen other occasions when the cast of a show has
been somewhat ’enhanced’ by the director. An example
would be when an amateur dramatic company does Gilbert and Sullivan’s ‘Pirates of Penzance.’ It’s the time of
the year when everyone gets a part so that their interest in
the society doesn’t wane and they’ll keep painting scenery until next year’s ‘HMS Pinafore’.
In these productions you usually find that General Stanley
has been very busy having 84 daughters and there are so
many pirates that their many assorted headscarves, doubling as pirate bandanas, would put the Queen’s collection to shame. Not forgetting the overabundance of clodhopping policemen, who are often in danger of collapsing
the stage.
West Side Story is another popular production with ‘amdrams’, you can have so many Sharks and Jets that you
can hide the dad-at-a-wedding type dancers at the back. I
once helped out with the fight choreography for such a
production and to my shame someone took a proper blow
on the beak. He went off, dabbing his sneck, instead of
doing the professional thing and making his way to the
front of the stage where the audience would be able to
admire the realism of my work. I do suspect that it wasn’t
my fault and that the particular Shark who struck the

inviting some form of sanctification of their proposals
from the shade of the great man.
Mitteleuropa and Paneuropa were the brainchildren of
Friedrich Naumann and Count Coudenhove-Kalergi respectively and were at their most influential in the early
twentieth century. The former describes a central European integration run on German principles. The latter describes a more complete pan-European political and economic union. Count Coudenhove-Kalergi was a remarkable man and worth reading about in his own right.
From Bismarck onwards Germany has played a number
of pivotal roles in the development of Europe. Not all of
them quite as obvious or overt as WW1 or WW2 but despite everything they appear to hold the whip hand.
Which annoys the French almost to the point of spontaneous combustion. The whirring noise is de Gaulle spinning
in his grave.
Actually, it is more complicated and dark than that. In the
wake of WW2 the Bretton Woods agreement sought to
establish an American model of capitalism in the ruins of
Europe, accompanied simultaneously by a ruthless process of intervention to eliminate left leaning governments
and movements who might seek to develop more social
democratic and collectivist ideas.
From an American perspective this worked well until the
US deficit became problematic which is when Nixon rendered the Bretton Woods idea inoperative in 1971. Subsequently, the cherry on the economic cake, Bill Clinton
repealed the Glass-Steagall Act in 1999 - and we all
know where that lead.
It would be a mistake, however, to imagine that Germany,
and hence Europe, is run from the Reichstag. Oh no! In
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Shaftoe Street, Haydon Bridge.
All cars welcome
for M.O.T, Repairs and Service.
Batteries - Tyres at Competitive Prices
Computerised Wheel Balancing
Unleaded and DERV

Thomas Frederick Bell: News of the parish’s fifth
WWII death was received with sadness across the district.
Thomas Frederick, the son of Thomas and Jane Bell (nee
Stobart) had died on December 19th 1941 aged 26 years.
Anniversary: The Hexham Courant of June 4th 1942,
reported on the Haydon Bridge Elmfield Sunday School
Anniversary Saturday afternoon tea, followed by games
in a field lent by Mr & Mrs Routledge. (The Elmfield
Chapel was a forerunner of today’s Methodist Chapel on
Church Street.) The Sunday School scholars who took
part included: Irene Ossleton, Mary Stokoe, Pam Sloan,
Brian and Margaret Watson, Amy Stokoe, John Oliver,
Norman Forster, William Veitch, Marlene Turnbull, Jill
Rogan, Norma Brown, Dennis Oliver, Aileen Hill, Noel
Oliver, Dennis Boyd, Rene Lax, John Leathard, Bobby
Beckworth, Laurence Mitchell, and Isobel Charlton.

Tel: 01 434 684 214
ANTIQUE RESTORATION & CABINET MAKER

A Grave Situation: In June 1942, The Reverend C.C.
Fox pointed out that at the present rate of burials in the
parish, he estimated that the cemetery in Haydon Bridge
would only last another two years before being full.
The cemetery referred to by the Rev Fox in his warning,
was the extension to St Cuthbert’s Haydon Bridge burial
ground. The extension to the eighteenth century (Church
Street) burial ground was opened above the California
Gardens in December 1869/January1870. It was another
ten years after the Rev Cox’s warning, before the new
Langley Road cemetery was ready for use in 1952.

Jerry Taylor
Haydon Bridge, Northumberland. NE47 6DF
Mob: 07787 124005
Tel: 01434 688228
Email: jerryte500@googlemail.com

Haydon Bridge Playgroup
and Tiny Tots
Monday and Friday - 9.15 to 11.15
Leader plus assistants playgroup
£6.00 per session
Tuesday 9.15 to 11.15
Parents lead baby and toddler

George Johnson: One of the best known farmers in the
district, George Johnson of West Wharmley, died aged
sixty nine on June 16th 1942. Mr Johnson had devoted a
lifetime breeding and rearing Clydesdale horses and died
from his injuries after being thrown over his horse’s head
onto cobble stones in the farmyard. George Johnson had
had sixty six years connection with Wharmley when he
died and, of course, the Johnson family still farm West
Wharmley in 2016, …. a connection of one hundred and
forty years!

£1.50 per family includes juice and snacks

Further information call

Nicola Grint 07879999289
or call into one of the sessions at The Community Centre
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Deuce: The Haydon Bridge Central Methodist Church,
July Tennis Tourney was won by Miss Jean Telford and
Mr George Moore. Winners of other competitions on the
day included the Misses Audrey Elliott and Amy Stokoe.

James, son of Blanche Patterson, died on June 10th 1942.
Chesterwood: The 270 acre freehold farm, was offered
for sale on July 27th 1942. Bidding commenced at £4,000
and was withdrawn at £4,800, but sold later at a higher
figure to a private buyer .

John Sidney (Sonny) Mason: was killed in action on
June 6th 1942 aged 21 years. From Pagecroft, ‘Sonny’
left a wife, and ten month old son whom he had never
seen. He is buried along with five hundred and fifty other
Commonwealth servicemen in the Knightsbridge War
Cemetery in Acroma, Libya.

No Longer a Free Man: George Cooper Freeman, an
eighteen year old farm worker from South Shields, stole a
leather wallet and £5-10s from his employer’s house at
West Land Ends in 1942. Freeman was sent to prison in
July for one month with hard labour.

James Edward Brown: Eddie Brown, aged 22, of 17
Church Street, Haydon Bridge, was posted missing on
July 18th 1942. (His death at Alamein was recorded on
June 6th 1942) Eddie, the son of Edward and Winifred
Brown (nee Robinson) was an outstanding young footballer who played three times for England Schoolboys
while at Shaftoe Trust School. (See also, notes on my
visit to Eddie’s final resting place, HN November 2010.)

Show Queen: The crowning of Miss Amy Stokoe as
Show Queen, attracted a large crowd to the Town Hall on
Thursday, August 13th 1942. The crowning ceremony
was performed by Miss Elizabeth Veitch of Land Ends
Farm and the Queen was presented with a Bible by the
Rev C.R. Ransome. Miss Stokoe was attended by Miss
Norma Brown, Peter Snowball and William Veitch. The
ceremony included a programme of choruses and country
dances performed by Sunday School and Shaftoe Trust
scholars. The event, including a slide show and stalls,
was organised by Mrs W. Watson of ‘The Buildings’ and
Miss Usher, Miss Dorothy Todd and Miss B. Stokoe.

Charles James Patterson is another of our young men
who, like Sonny Mason, has the Acroma, Libya cemetery
as his final resting place - so, sadly, it is unlikely I will be
visiting either of these two graves any time soon. Charles

Regular Activities in
the Community Centre

Haydonian Social Club
Family Prize Bingo
Saturday 10th Dec 2016
Eyes Down 7.30 pm
Everyone welcome

Monday
Playgroup – 9.15am
Yoga – 10am
Dance Club - 7.30pm
Craft class - 1pm (bi monthly)
Tuesday
Tiny Tots – 9.15am
Karate – 6.30pm
Wednesday
Yoga - 7pm
Art Group - 6.30pm (bi monthly)
Thursday
Bowls Club - 7.30pm
Parish Council - 7.30pm (4th Thursday)
Friday
Playgroup – 9.15am
Keep Fit – 10am
RNLI - Bridge Afternoon - 1pm (as arranged)
Saturday
Coffee mornings - 10am
Sunday
Hornby Model Railways -10am
(Every 2nd Sunday)

POLICE
At The Methodist Chapel coffee morning every five
weeks an opportunity to chat to two police officers.
E mail for these ladies is:
Yvonne.Clement.8526@northumbria.pnn.police.uk
Tel 101 Ask for 8526
The dates for the next Police surgeries are; 10-11am
22nd December.

GENERAL HAVELOCK

BEST WISHES FOR CHRISTMAS AND 2017 TO READERS OF THE HAYDON NEWS AND MY HISTORICAL NOTES

I leave you in 2016 with winter views in our parish from years past. The skaters in 1912 included my dad, as a six year old.
The winter of 1947 was one of exceptional falls of snow and one of my vivid early memories, as a six year old, was this walk
with my dad to Elrington, where the snow had drifted over seven foot high and above the first floor of the cottages.
Skating on a frozen River Tyne at Kidd’s hole
on July 5th 1912

A Sunday afternoon walk to Elrington
with my dad in the winter of 1947
Elfoot, snow
bound in 1947

Ice breaks up on the River Tyne alongside ‘The Bungalows’

Christmas hampers for 8 people - £ 27
Inc: Xmas pudding/piccalilli/ginger snaps/porkpie
All above can be sold individually
13th December
Christmas O A P free lunch between 12- 2
Sing a long with refreshments & father Christmas
from 2 o'clock book for place
Josie's dragonfly charity quiz from 8.15
19th December
Film and food night
"Christmas in Connecticut" from 7.30 price £ 8
£ 3 film only
31st December
Traditional new year quiz from 10.30 then see the
fireworks on old Bridge
Phone -01434 684376
Advance notice for possible return of
"Burns night"
25th January 2017
Thanks to all for involvement with above
& our customers for all year support

BOOK REVIEW
And the weak suffer what they must?
Yanis Varoufakis
The Bodley Head, London.
ISBN
9781847924032
This book is the most interesting that I have read this
year. If you thought you knew all that you wanted to
know about Europe and the EU then think again. The author was the Greek Finance Minister during the most torrid moments of the post 2008 crisis that engulfed much of
the world but especially Greece. He knows where quite a
lot of the bodies are buried and has some astonishing revelations to offer about the origins of the present problems
that afflict Europe and the global economy as well.
Varoufakis’ writing is lucid, engaging and literate. This is
not a dry-as-bones economics textbook nor simply an historical treatise nor an insufficiently researched and considered rant. Though it is clear that the man and his country have suffered horribly at the hands of the Eurocracy,
he retains objectivity and can identify those within and
without Greece who deserve either praise or criticism.
The historical perspective offered extends back to Charlemagne and takes in Bonaparte and Bismarck on the way
toward the twentieth and our own century.
The idea of ‘Europe’ as a single entity is probably justifiably ascribed to Charlemagne. None of the other empires
or continental conquests really qualifies in the same way.
Recent French and German leaders have made pilgrimages to Charlemagne's resting place when initiating significant European developments, presumably invoking or

The Children’s Society
It’s time for the collection boxes to be gathered in
and the monies to be counted. Many thanks to all
who have filled their boxes during the year.
The Children's Society is a national charity and the
money from the collection boxes goes towards work
with disadvantaged children and young adults.
Thank you.
Joyce Armstrong
10
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Inn 8 to 10.30 Fridays, December 9th and 23rd.
New Year’s Eve events in Greenhead:

NOTICES & WHAT’S ON?
HAYDON BRIDGE UNITED
ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL CLUB
HBUAFC hold their monthly meeting on the first Monday of
every month at 7.30pm in the Lounge of the Anchor Hotel
where representatives of every football team in the village are
invited to attend.
This meeting is also open to members of the public.

SHAFTOE SINGERS
(used to be The Shaftoe Chorale)
7.30pm Friday evenings
- term times only
Very wide ranging repertoire.
All voices welcome — experienced or not.

Methodist Church Hall
WEST TYNEDALE JUNIOR RUGBY CLUB
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS AGE 5yrs–12yrs
TAG/CONTACT RUGBY
MEET AT HAYDON BRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL
ON SUNDAYS 10.30am– 12.00noon
Contact Dave on 07810 336 537
or dave.thornhill@tiscali.co.uk or the website
www.pitchero.com/clubs/westtynedalejuniors.

Computer Club
(Beginners Welcome)
Catton Chapel Tuesdays 2-4pm
Why not come and join a group of people who
would like to improve their digital skills by sharing
knowledge between friends.

ALL WELCOME.

(Free entry but donations for heating
and refreshments welcome)
HAYDON BRIDGE

VICTIM SUPPORT

DANCE CLUB

Working for
victims of crime.

SEQUENCE DANCING
EVERY MONDAY
7.30 to 10.00pm
Haydon Bridge
Community Centre
Only £1.50 inc. tea &
biscuits
DANCING IS FOR FUN
Ask for details at:
01434 684 452

CHESS CLUB

If you are a victim of crime, we can
offer support in practical and emotional ways. Just a phone call away.

at the

Haydonian Social Club
NEW PLAYERS WELCOME
Phone Dave 01434 344844 (evenings)

Call Leanne at:
01661830770
82, Front St. Prudhoe.
NE42 5PU
Or
0167082234 (Bedlington)

Haydonian Club
New Years Eve

HAYDON BRIDGE LOCAL ARTISTS’ GROUP

Family Prize Bingo
Sat 31st Dec 2016
Eyes Down 7.30pm
Tickets £1-00
Free Hot Dogs

HAYDON ART CLUB
Open to all, first session free.
Meets 6.30 - 9.15pm every other Wednesday at

HAYDON BRIDGE COMMUNITY CENTRE

November 2nd, 16th and 30th.

James Bond Night
- come dressed to kill! at the Greenhead Hotel.

Northumberland County of Sanctuary
Press Release

Cumberland Hot Shots at the Blenkinsopp Castle Inn.
Christmas Farmers’ Market

Northumberland County of Sanctuary is a new voluntary organisation which is being established to help create a culture of
hospitality for refugees coming to live here. Above all to provide practical support, friendship and a welcome to the rich
ordinary life of our communities for people who have suffered
violence, oppression and the destruction of their own daily lives
in the places that they have called home.
We are a small but growing group of Northumbrians who are
delighted to link with the developing national City of Sanctuary
initiative to respond to the worst humanitarian crisis since the
Second World War. We are proud of our County, of the warmth
of Northumbrian communities and we consider that Northumberland has something really important, and good, to offer to
people who have suffered so much.
A big part of County of Sanctuary is also about spreading
awareness of the plight of refugees, about supporting initiatives
to help them wherever they may be living in the world and talking to people In Northumberland about the issues and engendering many different ways in which different elements of our
communities can offer support.
It’s the Inaugural General Meeting of Northumberland County
of Sanctuary on Saturday December 3rd at St James’ Community Centre, Wellway, Morpeth at 2pm .
We are delighted that Ian Lavery MP will be coming along to
express his support along with Sarah Smart of the neighbouring
Newcastle City of Sanctuary and Ali from West End Refugee
Services (WERS) in the City.
Northumberland is a wonderful County and everyone is welcome to attend and to help develop yet another way of demonstrating our warmth and hospitality to the neediest people in the
world.

11th December at Greenhead:
Food & trees in the village hall;
Crafts in the function room at the Greenhead Hotel

EDIT & DOODLE
Traces In The Sand
A recently formed collaborative arts group Edit & Doodle in Haydon Bridge has come up with their very first
project, speedily assembled during November, in response to the Facebook post on Haydon Bridge Matters
by the local man Dan Dowling. The original post asked
for “boxes of hope” for children and adults in the wartorn Syria.
The shoeboxes are supposed to contain small presents as
well as practical items such as toothbrushes or socks. The
E & D artists decided to use their talents and produce a
one-of pamphlet called Traces In The Sand with poems
and illustrations raise some money for the charity. The
pamphlet will be available online from Amazon in December. More details to follow.
Here is the title poem:
Traces In The Sand
A bottle with a teat
Rancid milk spilling onto the red hot stones
Wrapped with dying seaweeds
A scarf, a birthday gift from a man
A wet sandal, dotted with sparkling grains,
Moving up and down with rising waves
Two people lying on the beach
The mother’s eyes eternally fixated
On her baby’s frozen face
Her arm wrapping the body
In the last act of love

Further information:
Hilton Dawson 07767356867
Or:
Wendy Bond
[wendynbond@btinternet.com]

Hexham Beacon Club
th

7 Dec –Tyneside in Print
14th Dec –Noteworth Singing Group
4th Jan – A Walk Down Memory Lane
11th Jan – Frustrated Plumber
18th Jan – Forest Hall
25th Jan – Historic Buildings
1st Feb – Two Way Family Favorites

Haydon Bridge & Allendale Medical Practice
Monday to Friday: The Health Centre is open continuously
from 8.00am until 6.00pm
(except for the afternoon of the fourth Wednesday of every month)

Doctors consult between:

8.00am and 11.00am
3.00pm and 5.30pm

On Wednesdays 10-30 to 12-00 at
Trinity Methodist Church Hall, Hexham

All phone calls for appointments and visits,
including ‘out of hours’: 01434 684 216
All phone calls for dispensing or prescriptions: 01434 688351
E-mail address: Admin@GP-A84045.NHS.UK
Website www.haydonbridgesurgery.co.uk

HAYDON BRIDGE
JUDO CLUB
Keep Fit, Have Fun! Young or Old.
Tuesdays at HB High School
Juniors: 6pm – 7pm

Seniors: 7pm – 9pm

BJA Qualified Coaches
Contact Michael on: 01 434 684 783

WHIST DRIVES

Beat the Burglars best practice Security Tips
Close Circuit Television (CCTV) cameras are a great
deterrent to burglars as they DO NOT want to be seen.
If you do have CCTV make sure your cameras are in
good working order and are actually recording. Safe
and Secure 24 can set up your CCTV to a computer
monitor and your mobile phone or to your TV screen.

Langley Village Hall

Fortnightly on
Saturdays
at 7.00pm.
£1.00 entrance
(Everyone welcome)
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January 10th
Award-winning film “Salt of the Earth”
The life and work of photographer Sebastião Salgado, who has
spent forty years documenting deprived societies in hidden corners of the world. Presented by the Wildlife Group and STS at
the Comrades Club, Haltwhistle starting 7.30.

OIL CO-OP
After a six year period the operation of the Haydon
Bridge Oil Co-op is being handed over to Ms. Ann
Rooke.
She will be sending round an introductory email in
due course and the quarterly routine will continue as
before - unless or until she chooses differently.
The email address is: fuel@haydon-bridge.co.uk
Heating oil, red and white diesel and, possibly, LPG
may be available in the future.
Do encourage friends and neighbours to join - with
Trump and Brexit the price is sure to rise.
Steve Ford

For the last 40 years, the photographer Sebastião Salgado has
been travelling through the continents, in the footsteps of an
ever-changing humanity. He has witnessed some of the major
events of our recent history; international conflicts, starvation
and exodus. He is now embarking on the discovery of pristine
territories, of wild fauna and flora, and of grandiose landscapes
as part of a huge photographic project, which is a tribute to the
planet's beauty. Sebastião Salgado's life and work are revealed
to us by his son, Juliano, who went with him during his last
travels, and by Wim Wenders, himself a photographer.
“a shattering, thought-provoking testament to Sebastião Salgado's career".

Lazy River Jazz Band
Playing at the Green Room Jazz Club at Blenkinsopp Castle

11

CHURCHES WORKING TOGETHER
CLERGY MESSAGE
From: Rev. Dr. Benjamin Carter.

Services in the Benefice of Haydon Bridge
and Beltingham with Henshaw.
Rev. Dr. Benjamin Carter. St. Cuthbert's Anglican Church
The Vicarage, Station Yard
Tel. 01434 688196
Advent 2:
Sunday 4 December 2016
9.30: Parish Eucharist (BCP) St Cuthbert’s Beltingham
11am: Parish Eucharist with Storybook Church, St Cuthbert’s
Haydon Bridge
4pm: Haydon Bridge Christmas Lights switch on.
Advent 3:
Sunday 11 December 2016
9.30am: Parish Eucharist with Storybook Church, All Hallows’,
Henshaw
11am: Parish Eucharist, St Cuthbert’s Haydon Bridge
1pm: Messy Church Christmas Party, Bardon Mill Village Hall
From 4pm: Bardon Mill Christmas Lights switch on, Bardon
Mill Green.
Advent 4:
Sunday 18 December 2016
9.30am: Parish Eucharist, All Hallows’ Henshaw
11am: Parish Eucharist in St Cuthbert’s Haydon Bridge
3.30pm: Beltingham with Henshaw Carol Service, All Hallows’
Henshaw
6pm: Haydon Bridge Carol Service, Methodist Church
Christmas Eve:
Saturday 24 December 2016
4pm: Haydon Bridge Crib Service, St Cuthbert’s Haydon
Bridge
6pm: Beltingham and Henshaw Crib Service, All Hallows’ Henshaw
11.30pm: Midnight Mass, St Cuthbert’s Haydon Bridge
Christmas Day:
Sunday 25 December 2016
9.30am: Parish Eucharist, St Cuthbert’s Beltingham
11am: Parish Eucharist, St Cuthbert’s Haydon Bridge
Tuesday 27 December, 2016
3pm: Words and Music for Christmas, St Cuthbert’s Beltingham
Naming and Circumcision of Christ:
Sunday 1 January 2017
10am: Joint Eucharist with Storybook Church, St Cuthbert’s
Haydon Bridge
Epiphany:
Sunday 8 January 2017
9.30: Parish Eucharist with Storybook Church, All Hallows’
Henshaw
11am: Parish Eucharist, St Cuthbert’s Haydon Bridge
3pm: Epiphany Carol Service, Haydon Old Church
Epiphany 2:
Sunday 15 January 2017
9.30am: Parish Eucharist, All Hallows’ Henshaw
11am: Parish Eucharist, St Cuthbert’s Haydon Bridge
Epiphany 3:
Sunday 22 January 2017
9.30am: Parish Eucharist, St Cuthbert’s, Beltingham
11am: Parish Eucharist, St Cuthbert’s Haydon Bridge
Saturday 28 January
10.30am: Messy Church, All Hallows’ Henshaw
Candlemas:
Sunday 29 January 2017
10am: Joint Eucharist, St Cuthbert’s Beltingham
3pm: Evening Worship for Candlemas, Haydon Old Church
Fourth Sunday before Lent:
Sunday 5 February 2017
9.30am: Parish Eucharist (BCP), St Cuthbert’s Beltingham
11am: Parish Eucharist with Storybook Church, St Cuthbert’s
Haydon Bridge

Have a very surprising Christmas!
Life is full of surprises, and this past year has been full of
them; some good, some bad, but all surprising.
Christmas is a time of surprises; whether in the surprise
that you feel at receiving an unexpected present, or the
surprise visit of an old friend or family member. You
might love surprises, you might not; you might be disappointed by them, but it’s hard to deny that Christmas is a
time full of surprises.
Given all I’ve said about surprises it might seem strange
for me to say that the most familiar thing about Christmas, the story of Jesus’s birth in a stable in Bethlehem, is
the greatest surprise of all.
We are so used to living in a world where some people
think that if they want to be noticed they must be in the
media, being as visible and noticeable as possible. Next to
this, it is very surprising that God showed his love for us
through the birth of a baby, to a young mother, in a poor
family, in a quiet back-water. The surprise of Jesus did
not end there. Rather than seek influence by spending
time with the rich and powerful, Jesus spent time with the
ordinary people, and even the outcasts of his society, to
show that the love of God is a gift given to us all, no matter who we are.
The great surprise of Christmas is that its central gift, the
birth of Jesus, is a gift aimed not at those who can afford
it, or those who think they deserve it, but at you, me, and
everyone simply because God loves us for who we are.
Whatever Christmas holds for you, I hope that you will be
able to take time to appreciate all the surprises that
Christmas has in store for you. I know that in all the
Christmas services in the Churches of Haydon Bridge,
which are listed in the Haydon News, you will receive a
warm welcome, and a space to enjoy and give thanks for
the gift of Christmas.
Above all can I simply say have a very merry and surprising Christmas.
Your Vicar
Benjamin

Methodist Church Christmas Fayre
Saturday 3rd December 2 – 4pm
Usual stalls:
Christmas, Candles, Cakes, Tombola and more.
Teas to be served all through the afternoon

Special Visit of Santa (at approx 3pm)
All very welcome
Street Nativity
th

Saturday 10 December 11.15 am
in Community Centre
During St. Cuthbert’s Christmas Coffee morning, a Street Nativity will take place. Please come and join in with the Carol
Singing and listen to the Christmas Story in word and song.
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A VIEW FROM UP THERE …..
John Harrison
We are not yet in to the depths of winter but the problems with ﬂood waters return, not on the river but on
the B6319 east to Newbrough (Sta/on Road and beyond). For some strange reason no one seems to be taking responsibility for doing anything about it. I wonder how long it will be before someone comes to serious
harm. Last winter the ﬂooded B6319 claimed a good number of registra/on plates and diesel engines. As I
approached the ﬂooded area yesterday evening I narrowly avoided becoming its next vic/m, just managing
to emergency stop only 2-3 metres in to the water. The ﬂood was in the pitch dark and was not signposted.
Come on somebody, this is a real danger – or perhaps you just don’t care. Talking of wet weather ……………
During October the weather map was dominated by high pressure to the north-east for the most of the
month which means inevitably that that there wasn’t much ‘weather’ around during October although there
some interes/ng interludes. But high pressure usually means rela/vely inac/ve weather so much of October
was dull with low cloud and drizzle. The wind was mostly light and I had to record ‘Calm’ on two days, which
is rare in a hilly area. Pressure rose rapidly over the ﬁrst few days as high pressure became established over
Scandinavia, eﬀec/vely blocking oﬀ Atlan/c weather systems. The winds were dominantly light easterly and
very li>le rain fell over the ﬁrst nine days. Condi/ons were generally rather dull with low cloud and drizzle
although this occasionally cleared by a?ernoon to give us some glimpses of sun. The 4th was a par/cularly
warm day, reaching 17.7 degC here at Plunderheath. Pressure remained high un/l the 12th but frontal systems brought occasional cloud, slight rainfall and a fresher breeze.
Low pressure moved in from the south a?er the 15th which brought a more unse>led feel to the weather for
a while. Winds became moderate to fresh at /mes with rain falling as blustery showers some of which were
quite heavy. Pressure started to rise again on the 19th , bringing a return to calmer but occasionally rather
murky condi/ons for a few days, a?er which unse>led weather brought excep/onally mild air in from the
south and the we>est period of the month. By the 28th rising pressure brought a return to lighter winds, low
cloud, fog and drizzle, but the wind stayed in a mild southerly direc/on.
By the end of the month my lawn was s/ll growing and we were s/ll picking tomatoes. And the ‘experts’ are
telling us that globally 2016 is going to be the warmest yet BUT this could change next year as the El Nino
eﬀect subsides, to be replaced by El Nina. Whatever !!!
Monthly Weather Summary (Haydon Bridge : Height 162m asl)
Month

October

Average Maximum Temperature (Day/me)
Deg C
12.8

Rela/ve to
long-term average
degC
+ 0.1

Average Minimum Temperature
(Night-/me)
Deg C
6.5

Rela/ve to
long-term
average
degC
+0.5

Rainfall
mm

Percentage
of long-term
average

49.6

57

And ﬁnally, Gladys tells me that a friend of hers who is vicar of a large rural parish recently almost knocked a
cyclist oﬀ her bike. He stopped the car and ran back to see if he had injured the cyclist, who had fallen oﬀ her
bike and was siKng at the roadside. All was well but in case the cyclist needed to be in touch with him, he
le? his usual calling card on which were printed the words “The Rev Morris is sorry to have missed you today”.
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CHARITY QUIZ NIGHTS AT
THE GENERAL HAVELOCK, HAYDON BRIDGE
All quizzes start at 8.15 pm - cost is £1.50 per person

ROMAN CATHOLIC SERVICES
Father Leo Pyle St John of Beverley Catholic Church
St John’s Presbytery, North Bank
Tel. 01434 684265

Mass each Sunday at 9.30am
Mass each Sunday at 11.00am at Haltwhistle
Mass on weekdays (except Mondays) at 10.00am either St John’s or Haltwhistle.

In addition to the Quiz, the evening includes the famous ‘Beer Question”, Refreshments and a Raffle

Team size from 2 to 8.

The quizzes have raised £2168 so far during 2016 (up to November).

Programme for 2016/2017
December 13th

“Josie’s Dragonfly Trust” Queenie Quiz

January 24th 2017

“Haydon Bridge Parish Church”

February 21st Great North Air Ambulance
March 21st Breast Cancer NOW Queenie ‘Wear it Pink’ Quiz
Bids are invited for any registered charity for any of the monthly slots in 2017.
Bids for quizzes to John Harrison via the General Havelock or on Johnandaveril@aol.com.

HAYDON BRIDGE NATURE CLUB
Talks during December and January
Dec 8th Peat, Sphagnum & Restoration by Abi
Mansley
Jan 12th Dilston Physic Garden by Kay Cook
Jan 26th Bear And Lynx in Georgia By Nicola
Faulks
7.15 pm at Haydon Bridge Methodist chapel
including refreshments
members free

visitors £4.00

Haydon Bridge Nature Club meets fortnightly between September and march at The Methodist Chapel in Church Street:
Annual Membership is £20.

METHODIST CHURCH SERVICES
Deacon Anne Taylor Methodist Congregation
Woodville, Redesmouth Road, BellinghamTel: 01434 220283
December 4
10am
Morning Worship
Diane Wylie
2.30pm
Carol Service at Haydon View
No 6pm Service
December 11
10am
Morning Worship
Including Toy Collection For Salvation Army
Envoy Eunice Blakey
6pm
Communion Worship
Rev. Terry Hurst
December 18
10am
Morning Worship
Mark Knowles
6pm
UNITED VILAGE CAROL SERVICE
Deacon Anne Taylor
December 25
10am
Family Service
Deacon Anne Taylor
No 6pm Service
January 1
10.30am
Joint Service At Fourstones Methodist
No 6pm Service
January 8
10am
Covenant Service
Rev. A. Dawson
6pm
Local Arrangements
January 15
10am
Morning Worship
Ian Warburton
6pm
Readers Service
Don Jowett
January 22
10am
Morning Worship
Mark Knowles
6pm
Evening Worship
Jackie Males and
Hexham Community Church
January 29
10am
Morning Worship
Bob McAlpin
6pm
Evening Worship
Rev. Alex Dunstan

CHRISTMAS CHURCH SERVICES 2016
STREET NATIVITY
Saturday 10th December

11.15am (during Coffee am)
IN THE COMMUNITY CENTRE
VILLAGE CAROL SERVICE
Sunday 18th December
6pm Methodist Church
CRIB SERVICES
Saturday 24th December
4pm St. Cuthbert's Church
6pm Henshaw
Proceeds from those services above which take place in our village, will be
split three ways: Cafod, Action for Children and Motor Neurone Disease.

EXTRA SERVICES
Saturday 24th Dec

11.30pm

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICES
St. John’s Church
9.30am
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Total Village Collection for the Annual Poppy
Appeal 2016 amounted to £1,563.50

Beltingham
Methodist Church

9.30am
10.00 am

St. Cuthbert's Church

11.00am

St. Cuthbert's
Midnight Mass
Nativity Mass of the
Lord Jesus Christ
Parish Eucharist
Christmas Day
(Family Service)
Parish Eucharist
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cling though. That was particularly dangerous because
any vehicles travelling behind us also had to drive
through the same dust cloud, but they couldn’t see that we
were already in it, just ahead of them.
Our accommodation varied each night, from tents in the
remote bush, to huts in small settlements, to even an occasional proper bed, which was very welcome. Some
campsites were spectacular locations on the banks of the
Zambezi River, but we were a bit apprehensive on the
night that we saw the “Beware of Crocodiles” sign next to
our tents!
Most of us faced personal challenges within the main
challenge. Mine included toothache throughout, four
crashes, resulting in some significant skin loss, and on
day 4, after cycling 130 miles, I developed severe diarrhoea shortly after our evening meal. I spent that entire
night on the toilet, with not a wink of sleep. As I sat there
at 4am, pitch black, shivering in the freezing cold, totally
dehydrated and desperately tired, I was certain that I
couldn’t possibly wear cycling shorts with such a medical
condition, and that my challenge must surely be over.

than welcoming and encouraging, and at no time did anyone feel even slightly threatened. To see such warm,
friendly, people, who had so little and yet asked for nothing, was very humbling. It was wonderful to see everyone
just going about their daily lives, lived so differently to
our own, and always finding time to smile and wave to
us.
Out of the ten cyclists that took on the challenge, Alan
and I were two of only five to successfully complete the
full route. The support we received throughout was fantastic. Such an undertaking can only be partly-planned in
advance and so the logistical challenges were constant,
varied and unpredictable. Without such a capable and
resourceful support team, I am not sure that any of us
could have completed it.
I raised exactly £5,000 for the Life Cycle Challenge
Foundation and would like to thank all my family,
friends, clients & colleagues for so generously supporting
me in the challenge.
David Armstrong

Eden Complementary & Beauty Therapies.
Fully qualified and insured therapist.
Treatments include:
Waxing and tinting
Massage including deep tissue, Swedish,
Indian head, and hot stones therapy
Gelish Gel nail technician
Manicure and pedicure
Facials
Eyelash lift and tint
Reflexology
Reiki healing therapy
Special pamper packages available
Gift vouchers available

Call Lisa on
07557977307
32 Ratcliffe Road
Haydon Bridge
Hexham
NE476ET

YOUR
ADVERT
COULD
GO
HERE
01434 609361
14

That was without doubt my low point.
Thankfully my symptoms eased by 6.00 am and I was
able to give it go. It was a day of 95 miles entirely on
rough bush roads. I survived the day on water and plain
bread buns, and as the day finished, I'd ridden a total of
225 miles through the African bush, in 36 hours, with no
sleep. I told myself that it could surely only get better
from here! Thankfully it did.
Some people had expressed reservations at the risks of
cycling through such remote areas of an under-developed
African country, but the Zambian people were never other
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name for the Falls.
It proved to be a real adventure. After travelling for 2
days from Newcastle to Lusaka via Malta and Dubai,
with no sleep, we re-assembled our bikes and managed
about 6 hours sleep before rising at 4.45am for day 1,
which was to be 140 miles. There’s no phasing-in-gently
with Life Cycle Challenge!
This was the theme for the challenge. Days usually commenced at 4.45am, so that we could eat, pack away and
be ready to set off between 6.15 – 6.30 am, as daylight

“Smoke That Thunders”

broke. It was technically winter in Zambia, which meant
the dry season, and the temperatures we faced ranged
from -1c at daybreak to +36c later in the day. This range
was tricky to dress for, having only minimum kit with us.
Some days were very challenging, with the longest being
146 miles, and overall we averaged out at 115 miles per
day. Doing that average mileage every day on a mountain
bike would be quite an undertaking in any situation, but it
became more so when we had to deal with terrain that
varied from smooth tarmac, to rough, rutted, African dirt
roads, and everything in between, sometimes having all in
the same day, and often facing a stiff headwind.
Some days involved battling constant heavy traffic, much
of which was mining juggernauts, heading in or out of the
northern mining region through which we were passing.
They had no respect for cyclists and we had to be constantly alert to take swift evasive action.
Roads were so bad at times, that trucks would ignore their
lane and just drive to avoid the potholes, which made it
doubly-difficult if trucks were travelling in both directions and both wanted to take the same line, because we
would usually want to take that line too!
Where the roads were wholly or partly dirt, the trucks
would create huge dust clouds that we couldn’t avoid cy-

Some Haydon News readers will know me, some will
know Alan Curry, some may know both of us, but many
will know neither. Alan and I were both born & grew up
in Haydon Bridge, lifelong friends, from families that
have lived in the village for generations. We played football and cricket together for the village teams, before
Alan left for a career in the RAF. He later returned with
his wife, Carmen, before moving to Malta, 20 or so years
ago.
That is all relevant, because it explains how we both ended up cycling around Zambia this summer to raise funds
for the end-stage renal failure charity that Alan founded,
after Carmen suffered renal failure. The Life Cycle Challenge Foundation began in 1998 when, after Carmen
returned to good health, Alan cycled 2,000 miles home
from Malta to Haydon Bridge to raise money to support
the renal department at their local hospital that had treated
her.
The Foundation raises most of its funds from a demanding annual cycle challenge, of around 1,250 miles over 10
days, on mountain bikes. It could be anywhere, and this
year’s challenge was a route around Zambia from Lusaka,
heading initially north, then west, then south following
the Zambezi River, and ending on the Victoria Falls
Bridge on the border with Zimbabwe. Ten cyclists took
on the challenge, supported by a team of volunteers from
Malta and a local Zambian support crew. The challenge
was called Smoke that Thunders, the traditional local
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chancel arch and aisle piers make you feel that it’s almost
dateless, as if it has simply grown out of the ancient stony
hillside. The church’s foundation takes us back indeed to
Saxon times when these lands were gifted to the community of St Cuthbert that grew up around his memory (the
church of Old Haydon has a similar history). Today’s
community is developing plans to use the church as a
gateway to the heritage of the area and for village activities.
I said that Edlingham somehow sums up the spirit of the
North East. Its remoteness is part of that. But these three
buildings between them symbolise the history of North
East England: an ancient church connected to St Cuthbert,
a castle that speaks of a marcher region that has been
fought over for so many centuries, and a viaduct that recalls the huge impact of the industrial revolution on the
area. All this in the middle of deep countryside. Go and
see for yourself.
To get there: take the A1 to Alnwick, go through the town
following the signs to Rothbury (B6341). The road climbs
steeply on to Alnwick Moor. The turn for Edlingham is on
the right about 5 miles along. Or just north of Morpeth,
you can take the A697 towards Wooler and turn right at a
crossroads on to the B6341.
Michael Sadgrove

THE NORTH EAST IN TWELVE IMAGES
1. EDLINGHAM

This series of pieces is about byways, not main roads.
I’m not asking you to ignore the great sights of North
East England: Lindisfarne, Durham Cathedral, Alnwick
Castle, Hadrian’s Wall, the Northumberland Heritage
Coast, Beamish, the Angel of the North, the Tyne Bridges
and many more wonderful places. How could we forget
the unforgettable that have so shaped the region and made
it familiar to people across the world?
But I want to take you to some of the North East’s less
familiar sites, landscapes and buildings. I’m suggesting
twelve to start with that are largely off the main tourist
routes. And I begin with a remote little place that seems
to me to sum up so much of the spirit of this part of England. It’s the village of Edlingham just off one of Northumberland’s most beautiful roads that strides across the
sandstone hills between Alnwick and Rothbury.
I was vicar of this parish more than 30 years ago when it
was part of a united benefice with Alnwick. Getting out to
the church could be tricky on winter days. One snowy
January Sunday, there were just two of us in church for
the morning service. The other person had also driven out
of Alnwick and across the moor, bringing with her the
church silver for communion. We had to break the ice on
the water cruets that morning, I remember.
This is wild, craggy country, quintessential Northumberland. The views across the Vale of Whittingham as you
come off the moor are outstanding, with Cheviot and
Hedgehope prominent on the horizon. The tops are often
white with snow between November and May – the best
time to walk the Cheviots if you don’t want to find yourself knee-deep in mud. You can see the little village below you as you drive towards the turning.
It’s an enjoyable surprise, then, to find that Edlingham
has a fine group of historic buildings: a church, a castle
and a railway viaduct. Just like Durham. The viaduct used
to carry the North Eastern Railway’s branch line from
Alnwick to Cornhill. It barely lasted 40 years and was
closed to passenger traffic in 1930. But the viaduct makes
a splendid backdrop for the older buildings in front.
What is left of the Castle is an imposing ruin of a 13th
century fortified manor house. It was progressively fortified in the following centuries against the ever-present
threat of raids across the Scottish border. The tower is not
a keep but the remains of the solar or principal living
room of a manor house. It has been voted as one of the
best three castles in Northumberland.
The Church of St John the Baptist dates from around the
Norman Conquest, though the mighty tower, rough-hewn

Haydon Bridge United AFC
Season 2016/17 – November Update
With the changes in weather over the month a number of
fixtures were postponed due to frozen or waterlogged
pitches, even so it’s been another busy month at the club,
with some fixtures continuing across the north east and
the installation of our new Under 7/8’s pitch. Extending
even further the facilities at Low Hall Park.
The Club
Continuing our introduction of those involved behind the
scenes, this month we focus on Paula Collis.

Paula first got involved with the Haydon Bridge United
around 14 years ago when her oldest son started playing
for the club. Since those early days Paula has gone on to
manage/coach the team with Tony Jenkins and Colin
Banks until the teams last season 2010/11 as U17's.
Paula has been the clubs treasurer, and since 2009 the
club secretary and Welfare officer, Paula states “We have
a good pro active bunch on the committee which helps
make my job easier”

Our Teams
15

Development Squad
Training for the development squad
continues on Monday nights from
17:30—18:30 on our 3G pitch.

son kept the game fast paced. Midfielders Ryan Brown
and Luke Scorer pushed forward throughout the match,
allowing Tom Taylor and Charles Younger to run rings
around the Prudhoe defence

Under 7/8’s
The team have continued their great
start to the season with more great performances and scoring over 30 goals in
the last month alone! We played our
first home games of the season on our new pitch, huge
thanks to David Kirsopp and Paula Collis for setting up
the pitch and installing the new goals!
All the players are enjoying playing for the club and we
have more players coming through the development
squad to add to teams next season, the future looks good
for the club.
Under 7/8’s
Under 9’s

Under 13’s
Despite winning against Blyth Rangers Deportivo 3-2 in a
cup fixture only two weeks ago, the league fixture this
weekend didn't go quite as well with the Under 13's losing 7-1. Goalscorer was Jordan Reynolds and MOTM
Niall Buchanan
We were knocked out in the 3rd Round of the Shiremoor
Press NFA U13 Cup losing 7-1 at home v Newcastle East
End Blues. Goal Scorer Jamie Connor, MOTM Shay
Dickinson
Under 14’s
The U14's progressed to the next round of the league
shield after a 5 - 1 away victory at Ponteland United Pumas. Goals from Cameron Robson (2), Aaron Davidson
(2), and Archie Richardson secured the victory. A very
good performance from all the guys and the MOTM
award going to Hal Hodkinson.
The team were back in league action with a win against
Kingston Park on Sunday following a postponed match
the week before due to waterlogged pitch. The game was
in doubt following overnight frost but the pitch passed an
early morning inspection. Goals from James Percival,
Josh Burville, Cameron Robson, Aaron Davidson, and
MOTM Harry Crowe. What was very impressive was the
fact that 50% of the goals were headers!

Christmas Trees at
Langley Sawmill
Top quality Nordman Fir non-drop Christmas trees
5/6ft - £32
6/7ft - £42
With FREE local delivery
Personalised Christmas wreaths now available too.
Contact the office on 01434 688459
or pop in to pick your perfect Christmas decorations!
Langley upon Tyne, NE47 5LT

Under 14’s
We still need volunteers to be marshals at the event; it involves marshalling the closed bridge at either end for one
and a half hour shifts, in pairs, between 3pm – midnight
and the new bridge at either end from 11.30pm – 12.30am
Please contact me on the number below or you can find me
on Facebook.
Our AGM will take place at the Havelock at 7.45pm on December 5th
Pauline Wallis
01434 684061

Under 15’s
The u15s lost away at Team Gosforth in the League
Shield at the end of October. Our only goal scored by Joey Robson. MOTM Owen White

Another busy month for the Under 9’s with some tough
opposition and even tougher playing conditions experienced across the month. Throughout the month the players have continued to play good football and have worked
hard in training. Some great individual performances
from Daniel Barrett, Daniel Alderson and Jake Tulip.
Under 10’s
The last few weeks have seen some brilliant play developing from our Under 10s side. Our Team Captain, Wilf
Daykin, earned himself Man Of The Match away against
Stocksfield Hornets due to his fantastic defensive efforts
throughout the game against a well organised side. Noah
White also had an outstanding game in Midfield, and set
up the goal scored by Tom Taylor. Goalkeeper James
Sowerby’s skills were tested as he saved 15 shots during
the match, and Kristian Parker and Robert Harrison
worked hard in defence to stop Stocksfield in their tracks.
Both Charles Younger and Ryan Brown made use of their
new passing skills developed during training, and worked
in partnership throughout Midfield.
Our next league game was away against Prudhoe Lightening. Wilf Daykin earned himself MOTM again following his stint in goal during the second half, giving Goalkeeper James Sowerby a well-earned break from the pressure. Defender Kristian Parker blocked a number of clever shots by Prudhoe, while Noah White and Robert Harri-

A frustrating few weeks followed for the under 15’s with
matches called off due to waterlogged and frozen pitches.
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A good night was had by all that attended the Hallowe’en Disco
at the Haydonian on Oct 29th.
People were very slow to arrive - probably because there was
so much else going on in the village – but the place was certainly jumping by the end of the night. There were some fantastic
costumes – a lot of effort was made. Thank you to Toddy for
the music, the bar staff at the club and to everyone who gave
raffle prizes and helped out.
HEARTS & STARS
We are selling Hearts and Stars again this year. Write a wish,
message or dedication on a heart or star – or just decorate it.
You can then put it on your own tree or we’ll put it on one of
the trees on Church Street. We’ll be at various events around
the village leading up to Christmas or you can contact me on
the number below or on Facebook. Hearts and Stars are £1 each
and all proceeds go to the Get It Together Society Fireworks
fund.
HAYDON BRIDGE FIREWORKS
It’s nearly that time again and everyone in the Get It Together
Society is really excited about the fireworks from the old bridge
on New Year’s Eve.
Shaftoe Trust Primary School is organising a competition in
school to find two lucky children to start off the fireworks. We
look forward to finding out who they’ll be!
As usual the bridge will close at 3pm to allow the fireworks
company to set up the display while there’s still a bit of light,
so allow yourself a couple of extra minutes to cross the river.

Haydon Bridge Festival returns
Saturday 24th June 2017
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